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College 101: Developing Your List 

The combination of potential colleges and/or universities on your list 

will, likely, be as unique as you are. It may include: big schools and 

small, close schools and far, conservatories and universities, two and 

four year options. If the Class of 2022 is anything like their 

predecessors in terms of college applications – the Class of 2020 

submitted over 500 applications to nearly 200 schools in 47 states and five foreign 

countries – a need to follow the crowd will not be the driving force. 

Not following the crowd requires individual responsibility! 

In the earliest stages of list creation, the goal is to identify schools 

that “may” be a good fit for any number of reasons: great location/ 

reputation, family connection, nice size, excellent graduation rate, 

double major options, etc. Funneling happens later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funneling is the process students go through over the course of 

senior year to narrow down their list from whatever number (8? 22? 

35?) grabbed their interest initially (schools that have what the student 

wants) to schools (2? 7? 16?) that the student may want to decide 

between (application/audition worthy schools) in the spring of their senior 

year.  Having the list change over time is OK! 

Some seniors will return next fall with lots of possible schools. 

Others will be comfortable with less. Students who determine that 

a school is a good financial fit (after completing their FAFSA4caster and 

Net Price Calculator -- see page 2 for more details), and a good academic 

fit (the student’s credentials – GPA/ACT – fall within the middle 50% or higher for 

the students admitted to the school) may “safely” apply to fewer schools. 

To ensure the best possible financial fit, all seniors will be 

encouraged to Strive for Five good fit applications (one of which is in 

Minnesota to allow for state grant consideration). The final decision is more 

than a year away. Thinking through options over the coming 

months will make this final choice easier! 

 Important information for 

college applications: 

 

SPCPA School Code: 242 284 

Counselor: Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 290-2225 

 
A Student’s View: How to Find the College 
That’s the Right Fit for You, Even During a 

Pandemic (excerpt)…. 
 

Be proactive 
You cannot wait for the perfect school to come to 
you. As you begin your college search, you should 
determine what your interests and needs are, both 
academically and emotionally, and start doing 
research to find schools that correlate with them. Go 
beyond colleges’ brochures and explore their 
websites, student newspapers and social media. 
You can easily get a sense of a school’s size, 
academic programs, and other important information 
through some online research. Seek out help, 
whether that’s from your high school counselor, a 
trusted teacher, or some other kind of academic 
mentor. (The best advisor) listened to me, helped 
validate my thinking and steered me in the right 
direction anytime I got lost in the process. 
Get organized 
Make a list — or several. I began with a basic roster 
of institutions I was interested in. My adviser helped 
ensure I kept that list balanced, with a mix of schools 
that matched my interests while having varying 
acceptance rates. Eventually, my list evolved into a 
series of spreadsheets that helped me keep track of 
campus activities, coronavirus-related closures, and 
costs. My cost spreadsheet was key, and it helped 
me make sense of the confusing financial aid 
process. I could easily plug in and compare tuition, 
cost of attendance and financial aid offers. 
Reach out 
The most important advice my adviser gave me was 
to reach out to second- or third-year students at the 
college I was interested in. In lieu of campus visits, 
they gave me a real sense of whether the school 
would be a good fit for me during and after the 
pandemic. I knew, for example, I wanted someplace 
with the feeling of a close-knit community. I wanted 
to be seen by my professors and recognized by 
other students. I spoke to some students at a larger 
university I was considering, and they told me they 
enjoyed the bustle, energy and anonymity such a big 
campus provided. I knew that wasn’t for me, and I 
was able to cross the school off my list. 

 
 
 

https://www.the74million.org/article/a-students-view-how-to-find-the-college-thats-the-right-fit-for-you-even-during-a-pandemic/


Looking for a summer road trip?  The University of 

Minnesota consists of five campuses spread across 
the state. Each school offers unique programs and 
campus environment. To learn more, click here! 
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College 101: Hoping to Get a Jump on Senior 

Year College-Related Tasks? 

Understanding your financial need begins here: 

Junior Class Presentation Throwback… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The FAFSA4caster provides students and families with their 

estimated EFC (Expected Family Contribution), which is the starting 

point for every student’s financial aid award. Students with EFCs 

less than the COA (Cost of Attendance) of the schools they are 

interested in attending will need a combination of financial aid 

(scholarships, grants, loans, personal savings, and work study) to attend. 

Knowing your FAFSA4caster EFC allows students and families to 

better evaluate the information provided via each schools’ Net 

Price Calculator. Accessing these tools is the next step in the 

process. (Google: “school name” net price calculator) 

Notes: 
•The best calculators ask 

detailed questions 

about income (2020 taxes) 

and non-retirement (not 

IRA, 401K, 403B, etc.) savings. 

•Estimates are only as 

accurate as the 

information parents & 

students provide. 

•Compare the Family 

Contribution to the 

FAFSA4caster figure. 

• The Parent Loan figure is 

the amount a parent 

“could” borrow (not should 

borrow) to make up the 

difference between the 

COA less the Gift Aid 

and Student Loan/Work. 

 

Merit aid (scholarships) based on academic/artistic/athletic talent 

could further reduce the amount the student pays but may or 

may not be included in the Net Price Calculator. For families that 

are unable to afford the family contribution amount and/or the 

parent loan, merit aid becomes an important part of the 

affordability calculation. Consider potential schools merit aid 

criteria in advance to facilitate strategic application decisions 

and improve the likelihood of affordable college options! 

Need Help Sessions: Is it worth it? 

In this uncertain time, it is reasonable to wonder if it 

still makes sense to think about college. YES! If 

some additional outside validation is needed, try 

reading “High School Grads L osing Ground Fast” by 

Associated Press writer Christopher Rugaber. The 

article reaffirms many of the reasons most SPCPA 

students will continue their education at some point 

after high school…. 

• The gap between Americans with no more than a 
high school diploma and college graduates is the 
widest ever. 

• College graduates earned 56% more on average 
than high school grads in 2015 up from 51% in 
1999. 

• Since the 2008 recession, the number of employed 
college grads rose 21% compared to the number of 
employed high school grads 7% increase. 

• High school grads 66% employment rate in 2015 is 
down from 73% in 2007 - college grad 
employment rate was 83% in 2015. 

• 2015 marked the first-time college grads were a 
larger proportion of the workforce than non-college 
grads. 

• Non-college grads have seen a 3% decline in 
income on top of dwindling job opportunities. 

• Non-college grads are less likely to be married. 

• Non-college grads are less likely to own a home 
(64%) compared to college grads (77%). 

• College grads are more likely to contribute to 
retirement accounts (401k). 

https://campusfinder.umn.edu/
https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1
https://blog.collegevine.com/which-colleges-give-out-the-most-merit-aid-a-list-of-the-top-50/
https://blog.collegevine.com/which-colleges-give-out-the-most-merit-aid-a-list-of-the-top-50/

