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In the previous issue, the Writing Section advice was “Write 

more!”  Huh?  Why?  How? 

• The writing section is the final portion of the test.  Students are 

tired!  It is easy to provide the most cursory writing sample in 

these situations.  Please don’t.  Length matters. 

• Make the effort to craft a passage that follows the typical 5 

paragraph format – opening statement/thesis, 3 supporting 

paragraphs, and conclusion.   

• To make this task go more smoothly, most students spend the 

first 8-10 minutes to: 

• brainstorm key points 

• decide on a thesis statement 

• select 2-3 ideas in support and at least 1 counterargument 

to demonstrate your ability to rebut/defend your argument 

• craft a quick outline (write it out in the test booklet) 

• set paragraph deadlines for remaining time (30 min) 
 

Ideas to keep in mind: 

• Facts don’t matter/nuance does – you can make up whatever 

information you need to make your argument/just make sure 

that you develop and analyze it. 

• Be clear in your perspective – craft an argument that makes it 

obvious that you considered the alternatives and picked the 

“best” option.   

• You get to decide – be confident in your choice!  There is no 

wrong answer only an unsupported answer.   

• It’s ok to use the question as your thesis (to prove you are on 

prompt) if you are hitting a “more creative option” roadblock. 

• Fully support each point – think short paragraph not single 

statement. (Remember:  you can make up all the “facts” you need to 

support your claims.  Saying “government research has shown” or “as 

reported recently in the New York Times,” etc. is completely OK!) 

• Transitions matter – only use a “first, second, third” strategy if 

you are running out of time.   

• Use precise language/specific claims with supporting details, 

varied sentence structure/opening words.   

• First and last paragraph matter most – ACT readers should 

be able to grasp the “whole” story through a quick read of 

these two sections.   

• Do yourself and your reader a favor – write legibly and 

underline your thesis.   

 

 

 

                       

Important information for 

college applications: 
 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 
 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 
 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

 
 

When:  Wednesday 3/3/21 

Where:  SPCPA 
What:  More ACT Test Prep Videos 
from Mometrix 
 

 
 

                          
 

 
 

                       

College 
101:   
         

 

Reading 
(1 hr. 26 min) 

English 
(4 hrs. 12 

min) 

Math 
(4 hrs. 4 min) 

 

 

Science 

(55 min) 

 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-essay-scoring-completely-explained
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/act-reading/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/act-english/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/act-math/
https://www.mometrix.com/academy/act-science/
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The stress leading up to 
the ACT can seem 
intense.  That desire to 
do your best is great, 
but some perspective 
about this upcoming 
event might also be 
helpful… 

 

 
 
 

Unlike students in other parts of the world, Americans may take 
college entrance exams (ACT and/or SAT) as often as they wish (and 

can afford).  Both tests are offered multiple times every year. 
 

New since this fall is the reality that many schools have become 
test optional for at least a trial period due to the complications 
caused by the pandemic.  Schools that intend to remain test blind 
can be found here.  Schools that did not make this decision before 
the pandemic may revert to requiring standardized test scores.  The 
big question is when?  This fall?  Next fall?  The situation is too fluid 
to know for sure.  Bottom line, you may NOT need an ACT (or SAT) 
score but having one may give you more options.   
 

Some schools will require a test score. Perhaps more importantly, 
not having an ACT score puts more pressure on the other 
parts of your applications.  Your GPA is “set” by the end of junior 
year as far as most colleges are concerned.  If your GPA is not 
telling the full story (ex. more than one semester of ECs, etc.), then 
including a test score with your application for colleges that still 
consider (if not require) them could be to your advantage.  ACT 
scores are the single “biggest item” in your college application 
checklist that you can change (assuming you’re willing to work hard 

enough to make a difference in your scores).   
 

So, preparing for your first test whether it is in school or at a 
national testing location later this year makes sense.  Giving 
yourself “permission” to retake them later this year or anytime prior 
to completing your college applications, also makes sense as it 
takes the pressure off the first in-school experience.  Early June 
dates are awesome (brains still on plus free time to really focus on the test). 
Wrapping up testing in the fall of senior year (October) ensures that 
results will be available for sharing by the earliest application 
deadlines.   
 

Not testing/no plans to test?  There will be post-high school 
options available to you.  Is there any benefit to the ACT if I 
intend to begin my college career at a community college?  YES.  
The ACT can replace the student’s Accuplacer scores (an untimed 

placement exam required for admission).  One benefit of the ACT in these 
situations is that it allows a calculator for the entire math section 
(calculator use is limited to the more difficult problems in the Accuplacer).   

 

Bottom line?  If sleep alludes you the night before the test or you 
have not had a chance to prepare as you had hoped, the world has 
NOT ended!  Do your best then take the ACT again if you think it 
might help your future applications.  It’s your choice/your score! 
 

SPCPA students are here because they chose to pursue training 

in the performing arts in addition to their academic subjects 

during high school.  Research has consistently shown that 

studying the arts can impact academic achievement (better 

reading and math scores and higher-level thinking skills), as well as social, 

emotional and civic development.  Performing arts training 

provides an excellent bridge to college and career. 
 

As juniors looking forward to senior year and beyond, it is not 

unusual to consider more seriously the role performing arts 

may or may not play in future.   Someone who has been 

dancing since age three may decide to seek out a BFA in Dance 

or, conversely, positively anticipate the approaching end of 

their competitive dance career.  Instrumentalists and vocalists 

may choose to audition for music scholarships in college but 

not major in the subject.  Theater students may decide to take 

the collaboration, communication and creative problem-solving 

skills they have developed studying the arts and apply them to 

another field.   
 

Having a conservatory education in high school provides 

SPCPA students with a unique set of experiences and 

opportunities, but, in the end, each student will decide the 

depth and breadth of their engagement in the arts after 

graduation.  For current juniors who are on track to 

graduate and have determined that their future path will 

be outside of the performing arts, a local non-profit, 

Genesys Works, provides a unique opportunity to intern 

with local businesses every afternoon during their senior 

year.   Click here for applications and program requirements.   
 

The selection process is competitive and targeted toward 

candidates that are (1) interested in business/information 

technology, (2) may be the first in their family to attend 

college and/or (3) have experienced some other form of 

adversity during high school.  If selected, training begins mid-

June after junior year and continues through early August.  The 

internships are paid and require the student to be available 

from 1-5 pm Monday through Friday during the school year.  

For SPCPA students interested in the Genesys Works 

program this expectation would limit seniors to a 

maximum of two academic courses each semester as well 

as Arts class adjustments (earlier in the day likely with 9th and 

10th grade students).   Having only 3 periods per day will 

limit a student’s ability to pursue a 4th year of math and 

science, which may impact a student’s college applications.  

Feel free to contact Ms. Green to discuss your personal pros 

and cons before applying for this program. 
 

The Genesys Works application deadline is March 1st. 

 

https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.fairtest.org/sites/default/files/Test-Blind-Admissions-List.pdf
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED529766.pdf
https://www.genesysworks.org/for-students/
https://genesysworks.tfaforms.net/4652060

