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Week 4 …10/6 & 8:   

BA or BFA/BM.  How to decide? 

 

Week 5 …  MEA. 

 

Week 6 … 10/20 & 22:  CKM Free 

College Applications in Minnesota. 

 

 

Week 7 … 10/20 & 22:  First 

Generation.  What does it mean to be 

the first in your family to complete a 

4 year college degree? 

 

Week 8 … 10/27 & 29:   U of MN 

Application help.  

 

 

Interested in these 

or future topics?  

Email Ms. Green 

for your “official” 

invite to attend! 

 Need Help Session Update:   ACT Week 
 

The ACT (and its standardized testing rival the SAT) are entrance exams that 

four-year colleges and universities may consider in conjunction with a 

student’s high school transcript during the admissions decision 

process.  As a result of Covid-19 related testing issues, many 

colleges and universities have made standardized test scores 

optional this college application season.  Because the decision to 

test/submit now falls upon each applicant, it is helpful to have a frame 

of reference (current national averages):  

 
For most students with ACT test scores, the more important question 

usually becomes: “How do my scores compare to the typical (i.e. 

middle 50%) candidate at the colleges and universities on my 

possibilities list?”  Click here to find out the answers.   
 

Need to send ACT scores?  Use the registration link above to set 
up/log into your account.  Note:  SPCPA transcripts include ACT 
scores from tests taken prior to (not including) September 2019! 
 

Interested in testing/retesting?  The next ACT registration deadline 

is 10/6/20 for the December 12th test.  Click here for details.  (Note:  

the earlier you register the more likely you are to test at your 1st choice 

location).   Students who have submitted their Educational Benefits 

forms should contact Ms. Green for their fee waiver.   
 

Not interested in testing/retesting?  Many two year or less programs 

do not require the ACT.  (Note:  community colleges may accept ACT 

results in lieu of the free Accuplacer exam which is typically required for 

admission and offered onsite.)  The FairTest organization keeps a record 

of the growing list of colleges and universities (1000+) that place little 

or no emphasis on these exams.  (Note:  to ensure their applicants 

academic success, these schools may place more emphasis on the 

student’s transcripts and require essays and recommendation letters.) 
 

Need testing help?  The ACT organization offers a variety of resources 

(some of which are free to those registering with fee waivers).  More personalized 

and costly in-person and on-line tutors are also available through local 

and national providers.  There is no one universal “right” tutor or study 

system.  Knowing the student’s goals and budget is key.  Any option 

that promises more than a 2 point gain in ACT score should be 

considered with healthy skepticism.  Larger changes are possible but 

require significant efforts (i.e. hours of study) on the test takers part. 
 

Important information for 

college applications: 

 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 

 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 

 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-score-2020#:~:text=Typically%2C%20ACT%20scores%20in%20the,considered%20good%20and%20excellent%2C%20respectively.
https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-score-2020#:~:text=Typically%2C%20ACT%20scores%20in%20the,considered%20good%20and%20excellent%2C%20respectively.
https://www.collegesimply.com/guides/colleges-by-test-score/
https://services.actstudent.org/OA_HTML/actibeCAcdLogin.jsp?adobe_mc=MCMID%3D91191356206955229014329295342554159685%7CMCORGID%3D06E7EB4D5537B6B80A4C98A5%2540AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1524168017105&adobe_mc=MCMID%3D90364378723361715553614453824179933133%7CMCORGID%3D06E7EB4D5537B6B80A4C98A5%2540AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1536766783958#_ga=2.245112967.322391176.1536766775-1231664982.1504118242
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/student/practice
http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
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Let’s talk about the Common Application & Recommendations! 
• The My Colleges tab catalogs important school specific information including school counselor email (greena@spcpa.org) 

and recommendation and additional essay/short answer requirements as well as the FERPA question.  Each school specific 

step must be completed prior to submitting the application. 

• The Family Educational Rights and Privacy ACT (FERPA) is designed to protect student records.  FERPA lets you request 

access to your recommendation letters after getting in and enrolling in a school (but only after).  Admissions officers 

give most weight to letters that provide an honest and qualified assessment of the applicant.  Not waiving your FERPA 

right could accidentally signal to admissions officers that you don't trust your recommender or that the recommendation 

is less candid or genuine. 

• Use Recommendations/ FERPA link to assign your 

recommenders by college/university.  Once a recommender 

has been assigned, the student’s name will appear on the 

recommender’s CA roster with the student’s first application 

deadline listed.  If you need it earlier – LET THEM KNOW 

WHEN/WHY! 

• Recommenders submit a single recommendation per student 

to the CA. The CA system will distribute the student’s 

supporting documents (recommendations, transcripts, etc.) 

within a day or two of the individual application’s submission. 

• Recommendation requirements, which vary by institution, are 

listed in the My Colleges section.   

• “Required” teacher recommendations typically refers to 

ACADEMIC subjects. 

• Assign Arts teachers in the “Other Recommender section (if 

provided). 

• No Other Recommender section?  Arts teachers may be assigned to the Teacher section as an optional recommendation 

or second to the academic teacher recommendation. 

• Incomplete applications are not reviewed but students do NOT have to wait to submit their applications until their 

recommendations have been submitted.  Always submit your application prior to your deadlines!  Recommenders may 

have “grace periods.” Applicants don’t!  Note:  not all schools require the Common App essay.  Submitting an application 

without it won’t prevent you from adding this essay to a later submission. 

• No matter which option student’s select for the FERPA question (waive/do not waive your rights), SPCPA policy is to NOT 

share teacher/counselor recommendations.   

• Providing Ms. Green’s contact information (greena@spcpa.org) in the Counselor section (under FERPA/Recommendations 

link) will ensure that the student’s School Report, Transcript, Course Schedule, Counselor Report/Recommendation (if 

required) and Mid-Year Report (if required) are automatically submitted by the student’s application deadline. 

• If one school on a CA list requires the Counselor Report/Recommendation, and/or Mid-Year reports, all schools will have 

access to this information if available at the time the application is downloaded.  Note:  Application already downloaded but 

could benefit from additional information?  Contact the school and ask how to add them to your application file. 

• More information is frequently “more better” as long as these documents are welcomed (follow the “Optional” 

recommendation rules) and bring additional perspective, context, and completeness to the file.  Repetition is not helpful.  

Each recommender should have something unique to share with the admissions committee.  Help your recommenders 

focus on specific examples that demonstrate your preparedness for/interest in a specific college path.  The more work you 

put into your recommendation request the better the recommendation!  Click here for the request form. 

• Use the “Preview” button (top right of the screen) to double-check every application before you push “Submit”!   Edits 

can only be made on unsubmitted applications.   Click here for additional help. 

 

 

It’s all about the recommendations… 

 

 

 

 

mailto:greena@spcpa.org
https://blog.prepscholar.com/should-you-waive-right-to-review-letters-of-recommendation
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Is-there-a-limit-to-the-number-of-edits-I-can-make-to-my-personal-essay-once-I-ve-submitted-an-application#:~:text=You%20are%20allowed%20unlimited%20edits,any%20changes%20that%20are%20needed.
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Is-there-a-limit-to-the-number-of-edits-I-can-make-to-my-personal-essay-once-I-ve-submitted-an-application#:~:text=You%20are%20allowed%20unlimited%20edits,any%20changes%20that%20are%20needed.
mailto:greena@spcpa.org
https://www.spcpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Request-for-a-Letter-of-Recommendation-2018.pdf
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Can-I-make-a-change-to-a-submitted-application
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiIvfXiiCHo

