
  

College Visits:  It’s time to get out there and kick tires. 
 

Kick the Tires (dictionary.cambridge.org):  to try something  

or examine it carefully before buying it. 
 

When cars first moved from wooden wheels to rubber                   

tires, the quality was often suspect.  To make sure they wouldn’t 

deflate easily and strand driver and passengers, buyers were urged to 

“actively” check them out.   The same rule applies to college 

“shopping” since college represents a truly significant purchase for 

most families. 
 

Educated college choices requires data plus the development of a 

personalized point of view – what matters to one prospective student 

may be irrelevant to another, yet both opinions have validity.  On-

campus visits provide students and families with the clearest sense of 

what a college experience might be like at a specific institution.  Not 

all colleges and universities are currently offering Covid-safe tours, 

but for the ones that do scheduling them is relatively easy (see Steps to 

take… sidebar).  Not able to visit campus?  No worries.  Nearly every 

school is offering informative and convenient virtual tours.  Click here 

to see what the U of MN Twin Cities is offering over the coming 

weeks as one example.  The MEA break can be an ideal time to visit 

campuses near and far in person and virtually.  It is never too early 

to start college visits! 
 

In a typical fall, college representatives would be requesting time to 

meet with SPCPA students during the school day.  Not surprisingly, 

these events will be virtual this fall (see page 2 or opportunities).  Meeting 

with Admissions Representatives provides students with unique 

opportunities to expand their knowledge about college and the 

application/financial aid processes.  Taking time out of your day to 

interact with college representatives creates something called 

demonstrated interest which may positively impact the application 

process.  College Admissions Representatives are good people to get 

to know.  They often act as the “first reader” and may “speak for” 

SPCPA applicants in front of a larger admissions committee.  Making 

a habit of reaching out to college admissions departments via 

phone/email, if on campus visits are not an option, increases the 

likely that (a) a student will be accepted and (b) the student will make 

the best possible college choice given their options.  Worried about 

what you’ll say?  Click here for a few suggestions. 
 

Want a one-stop college and university visit experience albeit virtual?  

The first of several national virtual fairs is Sunday September 13th 

(11am – 7 pm).   A performing arts focused fair follows on Monday 

September 21st (8 – 11am).  See page 2 for links to both events.  A 

regional virtual National Portfolio Day is scheduled for Saturday 

October 3rd (11am – 3pm).  Registration details will be available here.  

See the calendar on page 2 for a variety of smaller events sponsored 

by colleges across the country.  In person or online, you’ll be 

happy you took the time to explore colleges that have piqued 

your interest in more detail!   
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Steps to an on campus visit… 

             
1.Go to  

admissions site 
2.Find visit  

link/button 
3.Complete  

registration   

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/09/why-is-college-so-expensive-in-america/569884/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2018/09/why-is-college-so-expensive-in-america/569884/
https://www.moneycrashers.com/factors-choose-college/
https://admit.umn.edu/portal/VirtualVisitFreshman
http://tuadmissionjeff.blogspot.com/2019/07/apps-101-demonstrated-interest.html
https://www.unigo.com/admissions-advice/how-important-is-it-to-visit-each-college-and-network-with-the-admissions-reps/131/3
https://www.unigo.com/admissions-advice/how-important-is-it-to-visit-each-college-and-network-with-the-admissions-reps/131/3
https://www.collegecountdown.com/blog/college-admissions/what-should-i-say-to-a-college-admissions-representative-when-i-meet-him-or-her.html
https://mcad.edu/admissions/event/national-portfolio-day-mcad


  

 

 

 

 

        

      

 

What are some 

great questions to 

ask an Admissions 

Rep (part 1)? 

Academics (PrepScholar Blog Post) 

• Are some majors or departments considered stronger or more popular than others? 

• Are the classes more lecture-based or discussion-based? How large are the classes? 

• Would you describe any classes as especially innovative or project-based? 

• How many of the classes are taught by a professor, and how many are taught by a teaching assistant? 

• Are the professors accessible outside of class? 

• What kind of classes have smaller section meetings? What are they like? 

• Are there any especially popular classes or must-have professors? 

• How much freedom do freshmen have in choosing courses? 

• Are students usually able to take their first-choice courses? 

• How are freshman advisors assigned? Is it easy to change your major? 

• How would you describe the freshman experience, in terms of advising or any classes that everyone has to take? 

• Do the professors hold office hours? How often can students interact with professors outside of class? 

• Can undergraduates work with professors on research? 

• Are there honors programs or capstone classes? If so, what are they like? 

• How many hours of class do students typically have each week? How much homework outside of class? 

• Are finals more exam-based or project / essay-based? 

• Where are the best places to study on campus?  How’s the Wi-Fi?  

• What are the hours for the library? Do the hours change during reading periods or exam weeks? 

• Are there any research methods or databases I should learn about for my classes? 

• Do any majors require seniors to write a thesis or complete a senior project? 
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Yale 6:30pm 
 

DePaul Theatre 

School (5) 6pm 

Performing Arts Fair 

(6) 8-11am 
 

Affording College  

(7) 6pm 

       

Carnegie Mellon 

3pm 

 

Northern Arizona 

(8) 8pm 
 

Juilliard (9) 6pm 

Notes: 

1) Questbridge 

event 

2) Barnard, Bryn 

Mawr, Mt 

Holyoke, Smith, 

Wellesley 

3)  Ohio Association 

4) Set up sessions 

with 100s of 

schools 

5) Acting Prescreen 

workshop 

6) MusicAdmission 

Roundtable 

Schools from 27 

states  

7) 6 Colleges 
(Amherst, Bowdoin, 

Carleton, Pomona, 

Swarthmore, 

Williams) Event 

8) Multicultural/ 

LGBTQIA 

9) Spotlight on 

Drama 

10) Dartmouth, 

Northwester, 

Princeton, UC 

Berkeley, 

Vanderbilt 

11) Colleges that 

Change Lives 

The Sisters 

(2) 1-

2:3opm 

Colorado College, Vanderbilt, U Chicago, USC (1) 3-4:15pm 

Coast to Coast 

Tour (10) 3pm 

Starting a College 

Search (11) 10am 

Dive into Liberal 

Arts (4) 6pm 

Yale 4pm 
 

NACAC Fair     

(3) 11am-7pm 

 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/good-questions-to-ask-on-a-college-tour
https://apps.admissions.yale.edu/register/?id=214d06e1-c2ab-40f8-929d-3d0473d2111c
https://theatre.depaul.edu/admission/Pages/College-Fairs.aspx
https://theatre.depaul.edu/admission/Pages/College-Fairs.aspx
https://www.musicadmissionsroundtable.org/participating-institutions
https://www.musicadmissionsroundtable.org/participating-institutions
https://www.sixcolleges.org/rsvp/?utm_content=dom-cnsl-invite1&utm_campaign=admissions&utm_source=sixcolleges&utm_term=F21&utm_medium=email
https://www.sixcolleges.org/rsvp/?utm_content=dom-cnsl-invite1&utm_campaign=admissions&utm_source=sixcolleges&utm_term=F21&utm_medium=email
https://www.sixcolleges.org/rsvp/?utm_content=dom-cnsl-invite1&utm_campaign=admissions&utm_source=sixcolleges&utm_term=F21&utm_medium=email
https://admission.cmu.edu/register/turn_tartan_experience_2020
https://admission.cmu.edu/register/turn_tartan_experience_2020
https://nau.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3laJAZ63vledbMh
https://nau.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3laJAZ63vledbMh
https://apply.juilliard.edu/portal/dramatours?id=b0b3c886-0bb3-4869-8641-72e1229d619d
https://apply.juilliard.edu/portal/dramatours?id=b0b3c886-0bb3-4869-8641-72e1229d619d
https://www.wellesley.edu/admission/sisters
https://www.wellesley.edu/admission/sisters
https://www.wellesley.edu/admission/sisters
https://ccbasecamp.coloradocollege.edu/register/?id=3186cf84-6bd1-4b61-a2aa-c645b31d2ad0
https://apply.dartmouth.edu/register/C2CNMW09262020
https://apply.dartmouth.edu/register/C2CNMW09262020
https://app.strivescan.com/students?id=3413
https://app.strivescan.com/students?id=3413
https://app.strivescan.com/students?id=3108
https://app.strivescan.com/students?id=3108
https://apps.admissions.yale.edu/register/?id=73dae909-f2ce-4f0f-bcfc-206acb807f47
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events/5/exhibitors
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events/5/exhibitors
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/events/5/exhibitors

