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Need Help Sessions:  Exciting College News?  Continue 

reading.  Disappointing News?  Skip to Page 2… 
 

As early admission decisions begin to arrive, many seniors 

wonder what to do next.  Here are some suggestions… 

• Read all acceptance materials carefully!  Most colleges 

communicate with accepted students via school assigned 

email accounts.  Login in early and often to stay up-to-date. 

• Pay attention to deadlines (financial aid, orientation, housing, 

enrollment forms and deposits, etc.).  You’re not done yet!  

• If you haven’t already, (1) review the school(s) financial 

aid/scholarship webpages and (2) make sure your FAFSA is 

submitted and includes every school that accepted you in 

addition to the schools that you are still waiting to hear from. 

• Respond quickly to information requests from (1) the 

financial aid offices that have accepted you.  Without the 

verification information and/or CSS Profile (if required), they will not 

be able to provide you with a financial aid award.  And (2) the 

admissions/new student office(s) to stay on top of admitted 

student and orientation events.  Because students typically 

register for fall classes during orientation, earlier sessions tend to have 

better course availability than later sessions.  Attending new student 

events can help with the ultimate decision-making process.  Sign-up! 

• Decided?  Submit your housing deposit (if separate from your 

acceptance deposit) ASAP.  Undecided?  Submitting a “just in 

case/good option school” housing deposit (not enrollment 

deposit) can be good insurance.  Why?  Early housing 

depositors have more options.  As a general rule, the 

bigger the school the more important the housing location.  

Need an example?  Think U of MN-Twin Cities.  “Guaranteed housing” 

for late depositors may mean living on the agricultural St Paul campus 

even though the student’s classes (and friends) are on the West Bank Arts 

campus.  Being happy with housing can make a 2nd choice 

much more palatable on May 1st (National College Decision 

Day) when enrollment deposits are due.   

• Thank you emails are a great way to (1) share your good 

news with recommenders and (2) reach out to the 

admissions office with questions about scholarship 

options/next step suggestions.  

• If you haven’t already done so, now is the time to speak 

frankly about what paying for college will entail.  

Financial aid appeals often require 2019 information. File 

your income taxes ASAP! Concerned about your award?  

This is the perfect time to reach out to financial aid offices! 
 

 

Important information for 

college applications: 

 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 

 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 

 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

 
 

 

Week 1 … Jan 28 – 31 

Light 2nd semester?  Options to consider if 

you have too much time on your hands. 
 

Week 2 … Feb 3 - 7 

Resume help. 
 

Week 3 … Feb 10 – 14 

Is there anything else I should be doing? 
 

Week 4 … Feb 18 – 21 

Job searching skills. 
 

Week 5 … Feb 24 – 28 

Should I expand my college list? 
 

Week 6 … March 2 - 6 

Help…how do I choose? 
 

Week 7 … Mar 9 – 13 

Interested in speaking at graduation? 
 

Week 8 … Mar 16 – 20 

What does my Financial Aid Award Mean? 
 

Week 9 … Mar 23 – 27 

My 1st choice is unaffordable – how do I fall 

in love with another option? 
 

 

Tues/Thurs 

Lunchtime Need 

Help Sessions 

Schedule… 
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Need Help Sessions:  Disappointing News?  You have 

options! 
 

• Bad news doesn’t mark the end of this journey only a 

journey still unfolding.  College application season is far 

from over.  Click here for colleges with spring application 

deadlines if you’re hoping to add to your options. 

• If you haven’t heard back from the colleges you applied to, 

it’s still early!  Most schools roll out their admissions decisions 

over a defined period of time. Also, just because a friend 

has already heard from a school you also applied to, 

doesn’t mean bad news is in your future. 

• Not make it past a pre-screening?  That’s a drag, but good 

can come out of this disappointment.  For starters, this 

feedback can prompt some important self-reflection prior to 

any live auditions while there’s still time to make changes.  If 

you haven’t already, now is a great time to ask teachers/ 

mentors for advice regarding which aspects of your 

submission may be best suited to changes and make them.   

• For students committing to pursuing a career in the arts, it’s 

better to find out early (i.e. not make it past the audition stage) that 

the school is not a good match than discover later that their 

interests are less in you and more in the revenue you bring to 

their program.  Options?  (1) If you’re attending Unifieds 

(theatre/musical theatre) in February, plan to do as many “walk 

on” auditions as possible.  (2) If you haven’t already, 

reconsider BA programs.  As an added bonus, BA auditions 

frequently extend into the spring and are often used for 

scholarships.  Click here for well thought of BA theatre 

programs, here for dance, here for music, and here for a 

mixed list of “hidden gems.”  

• 1st semester complications interrupt your college application 

plans?  It’s not too late to apply!  Click here for 4 year 

colleges still accepting applications.  Minnesota community 

colleges are open access.  On track to graduate? There’s a 

place for you.  Applications can be completed in 20 minutes 

or less at:  Anoka-Ramsey (Coon Rapids), Century (White Bear 

Lake), Inver Hills (Inver Grove Heights), MCTC (Minneapolis), 

Normandale (Bloomington), North Hennepin (Brooklyn Park) or St 

Paul College (up the hill).   Even better, students who complete 

an associate’s degree or the Minnesota Transfer Curriculum 

can finish their education at the University of Minnesota-Twin 

Cities through MnCAP.  Take the plunge and APPLY! 

 

 

 

 

 
Click here for more details. 

 
Click here for more details. 

 

 

https://blog.prepscholar.com/colleges-with-late-application-deadlines-complete-list
https://blog.prepscholar.com/colleges-with-late-application-deadlines-complete-list
https://www.onstageblog.com/onstage-blog-news/2018/9/5/the-top-25-ba-theatre-programs-for-2018-19
https://www.koppelmangroup.com/blog/2017/4/5/the-top-10-non-bfa-dance-programs
https://www.collegeaffordabilityguide.org/subjects/music/
https://actingmajorsguide.com/hidden-gem-programs-and-why-they-are-better-than-the-top-colleges/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/colleges-with-late-application-deadlines-complete-list
http://www.anokaramsey.edu/
https://www.century.edu/
https://www.inverhills.edu/
https://www.minneapolis.edu/
http://www.normandale.edu/
https://www.nhcc.edu/
https://www.saintpaul.edu/
https://www.saintpaul.edu/
https://admissions.tc.umn.edu/transfer/mncap_intro.html
https://www.saintpaul.edu/admissions/power-of-you-program
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/usa-gap-year-fair-2020-minneapolis-mn-registration-79659179751

