
  

 
April 19, 2019 

College 101:  Developing Your List 
 

The combination of potential colleges and/or universities on your list 

will, in all likelihood, be as unique as you are.  It may include: big 

schools and small, close schools and far, conservatories and 

universities, two and four year options.  If the Class of 2020 is 

anything like their predecessors in terms of college applications – the 

Class of 2019 applied to more than 170 schools from 44 states and three foreign 

countries – a need to follow the crowd will not be the driving force.  

Not following the crowd requires individual responsibility! 
 

In the earliest stages of list creation, the goal is to identify schools 

that “may” be a good fit for any number of reasons:  great location/ 

reputation, family connection, nice size, excellent graduation rate, 

double major options, etc.  Funneling happens later. 
 

 
Funneling is the process students go through over the course of 

senior year to narrow down their list from whatever number (8? 22? 

35?) grabbed their interest initially (schools that have what the student 

wants) to schools (2? 7? 16?) that the student may want to decide 

between (application/audition worthy schools) in the spring of their senior 

year.  Having the list change over time is OK! 
 

Some seniors will return next fall with lots of possible schools.  

Others will be comfortable with less.  Students who determine that 

a school is a good financial fit (after completing their FAFSA4caster and 

Net Price Calculator -- see page 2 for more details), and a good academic 

fit (the student’s credentials – GPA/ACT – fall within the middle 50% or higher for 

the students admitted to the school) may “safely” apply to fewer schools.   
 

To ensure the best possible financial fit, all seniors will be 

encouraged to Strive for Five good fit applications (one of which is in 

Minnesota to allow for state grant consideration).  The final decision is more 

than a year away.  Thinking through options over the coming 

months will make this final choice easier! 

                     

Important information for 

college applications: 
 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 
 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 
 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

College List Tools 
 

Big data has made its mark on the college search 
process. Here are a few suggestions that may make 

developing your list easier… 
 

BigFuture by College Board (the SAT/PSAT/AP 

people) allows students to search by test scores, 
locations, major and more.  The site offers 
financial aid application help and career 
exploration tips. 

 
 

Cappex provides college search help through 
two websites. Their main site provides a “fit 
meter” plus a million college student reviews.   

 
 

College Greenlight is specifically designed 
for students who may be experiencing 
obstacles in the college planning process.   

 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.cappex.com/
https://www.collegegreenlight.com/
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College 101:  Hoping to Get a Jump on Senior 

Year College-Related Tasks? 
 

Understanding your financial need begins here: 

 
The FAFSA4caster provides students and family’s with their 

estimated EFC (Expected Family Contribution), which is the starting 

point for every student’s financial aid award.  Students with EFCs 

less than the COA (Cost of Attendance) of the schools they are 

interested in attending will need a combination of financial aid 

(scholarships, grants, loans,  personal savings, and work study) to attend.     
 

Knowing your FAFSA4caster EFC allows students and families to 

better evaluate the information provided via each schools’ Net 

Price Calculator.  Accessing these tools is the next step in the 

process.     (Google: “school name” net price calculator) 

 
Merit aid (scholarships) based on academic/athletic/artistic talent 

could further reduce the amount the student pays but may or 

may not be included in the Net Price Calculator.  For families that 

are unable to afford the family contribution amount and/or the 

parent loan, merit aid becomes an important part of the 

affordability calculation.  Consider potential schools merit aid 

criteria in advance to facilitate strategic application decisions 

and improve the likelihood of affordable college options!  

 

Looking for a summer road trip?  The University of 
Minnesota consists of five campuses spread across 
the state.  Each school offers unique programs and 
campus environment.  To learn more, click here! 

Notes:   
• The best calculators ask 

detailed questions 

about income (2018 taxes) 

and non-retirement (not 

IRA, 401K, 403B, etc.) savings. 

• Estimates are only as 

accurate as the 

information parents & 

students provide. 

• Compare the Family 

Contribution to the 

FAFSA4caster figure.  

• The Parent Loan figure is 

the amount a parent 

“could” borrow (not should 

borrow) to make up the 

difference between the 

COA less the Gift Aid 

and Student Loan/Work. 

 

Want that Private College Week Experience Beyond 
Minnesota/Wisconsin borders (previous issues)? 

 

Indiana 

 

Oregon 

 
and Virginia 

 
 

…would love to have you join them this summer! 

Junior Class Presentation Throwback… 

 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1
https://campusfinder.umn.edu/
https://www.collegetoolkit.org/pcw19/
https://oaicu.org/oregon-private-college-week/
http://www.cicv.org/Our-Colleges/Virginia-Private-College-Week.aspx

