
  

 
March 29, 2019 

College 101:  The Big Picture 
 

For many students, junior year is a truly hectic time -- challenging 

classes, performing, and out-of-school commitments including paid 

and volunteer work.  It’s hard to imagine that next year could be 

even worse, but the addition of college-related activities adds more 

than just excitement to the 12th grade experience.  Planning and 

preparation are central to staying sane senior year!   
 

Recently, the junior class had the opportunty to get a big picture 

overview of the college planning process during their English 

classes.  Understanding how the senior year unfolds helps… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Most college applications become available at the end of summer, 

but application due dates don’t really begin until November 1st.  

Why?  Schools make them available online months in advance to 

allow students to assess what they will need to provide (essays, 

transcripts, auditions, financial information, etc.) in order to submit a 

complete application for consideration.  The earliest deadlines are 

often termed priority, rolling, early action and/or early decision 

dates.  Over half of SPCPA seniors typically have applications “in the 

works” by the November 1st date.  This number increases to 60% by 

the next priority date (December 1st). Nearly 80% will have submitted 

applications prior to the first “regular” decision deadline (January 1st).   
 

There are 2- and 4- year colleges and universities that accept 

applications well into the spring of and summer after senior year.  

This list of possibilities just gets smaller over time.  Submitting 

at least one application in the early rounds provides the advantage 

of early feedback.  A college acceptance over winter break is a 

HUGE boost!  More importantly for students intending to audition, 

a 1st semester application process (including pre-screenings if required) 

allows for a 2nd semester audition focus.  BFA and BM students 

have twice the work application-wise.  Pre-planning is the key! 

 

  

 

                     

Important information for 

college applications: 
 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 
 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 
 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

During the junior year English class 
presentations, the following image was 
shared in conjunction with an ACT-related 
slide to add a bit of perspective.   

 
As central a role as college entrance 
exams (ACT and/or SAT) may play in the 
admissions process at many schools, their 
usefulness in predicting college success is 
limited according to a 10 year study. 
 

The best predictor of college success?  
High school success.  GPA’s tell colleges 
how hard a student is willing to work.  
Semester by semester changes help them 
assess academic growth and maturity.  
Course selections provide a window into a 
student’s academic curiosity.  Transcripts 
matter!   
 

Make 2nd semester your best yet! 
 

 
 

 

It’s all 
about the 

possibilities
!!!!

“Strive for 5” Applications Completed before Winter Break

Testing Completed before Halloween

National Decision Day - May 1st

College Applications become Available August 1st

U of MN-TC Priority Deadline 11/1

Final Transcript Due July 1st

FAFSA opens October 1st

Unified Auditions (February Chicago)

Oct

Mar
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College 101:  Hoping to Get a Jump on 

Senior Year College-Related Tasks? 
 

Not every college application requires an essay, which may seem 

like a good thing at this point in the college planning process.  

Applying to college can be complicated.  The lack of an essay 

requirement could make this process appear more manageable, 

but there is a flipside to this calculation.  Colleges and universities 

that require essays are telling you that they will look beyond your 

GPA and college entrance exam (ACT/SAT) scores to learn as much 

as possible about you before deciding if you’d be a good fit at 

their school.  Essays, like auditions, can really help a student 

shine.  Take them seriously! 
 

Essays provide you with a chance to share who you are, what 

you value, and how you think/communicate with the colleges 

and universities of your choice.  YEAH!  Application aggregators 

like the Common Application provide students with easy access to 

multiple college applications and may allow students to submit 

graded writing samples to fulfill the general essay requirement. 

This doesn’t mean that the colleges you chose to apply to won’t 

want more.  The more selective the school, the more likely they 

are to expect at least one additional writing sample.  CollegeVine 

(see below) provides a handy window into the world of school-

specific essay prompts and writing strategies (in advance of application 

season).  Click here and here to learn more. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Junior Class Presentation Throwback… 

 

 

 
 

Summer may seem a long, long way away, but it is not 
only coming, it’s a great time to make college visits!  
The Wisconsin Private College consortium’s visit week is 
July 8-13, 2019.  They make taking this step as easy as 1 
(plan), 2 (register – see below), 3 (GO)!  
 

WI Private College Week Considerations: 

• Private colleges in this organization are not-for-
profit institutions. 

• A private college education is not necessarily more 
expensive than a public university as they often 
have access to institutional scholarships and 
grants. 

• Students can attend as many or as few of these ½ 
day events as they desire. 

• Families are welcome to attend.  Parent specific 
programs may be offered. 

• This is a free event. 

• Registration information will be available after 
April 1st here:  

https://www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org/private-college-week 

 

https://www.collegevine.com/college-essay-prompts
https://blog.collegevine.com/category/essays/
https://www.wisconsinsprivatecolleges.org/private-college-week

