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Need Help Sessions:  Is it worth it? 

While waiting for college decisions, it is reasonable to wonder if 

all the work last semester was worth it.  If some outside validation 

is needed, try reading “High School Grads Losing Ground Fast” 

by Associated Press writer Christopher Rugaber.  The article 

reaffirms many of the reasons most SPCPA students will continue 

their education at some point after high school…. 
 

• The gap between Americans with no more than a high school 
diploma and college graduates is the widest ever. 

• College graduates earned 56% more on average than high 
school grads in 2015 up from 51% in 1999. 

• Since the 2008 recession, the number of employed college grads 
rose 21% compared to the number of employed high school grads 
7% increase. 

• High school grads 66% employment rate in 2015 is down from 
73% in 2007 - college grad employment rate was 83% in 2015. 

• 2015 marked the first-time college grads were a larger 
proportion of the workforce than non-college grads. 

• Non-college grads have seen a 3% decline in income on top of 
dwindling job opportunities.   

• Non-college grads are less likely to be married. 

• Non-college grads are less likely to own a home (64%) compared 
to college grads (77%).   

• College grads are more likely to contribute to retirement accounts 
(401k). 

 

Do these facts mean every high school student should follow the 

exact same path to a 4-year college degree?  No. 
 

For students who are interested in learning (just not four more years of 

the traditional academic subjects), two year or less programs are 

available in such diverse fields as:  Human Services or Web or 

Interactive Media (MCTC),  Community Health Education or Casino 

Operations & Management (Normandale), Personal Trainer or 

Marketing & Sales (North Hennepin), Cabinetmaking or 

Cosmetology (Saint Paul College), Energy Technical Specialist or 

Health Data Specialist (St Cloud Tech), Community Paramedic or 

Dental Assistant (Century) and eMarketing or Construction 

Management (Inver Hills) to name just a few.  Click here for a list of 

degree programs available through the Minnesota State system.   
 

Post-high school education makes more than just financial sense.  

It makes life sense.  The growing knowledge-based economy 

requires it.  Not every high school senior has to spend the next 

four years in a college classroom to gain the skills needed for a 

successful future, but the brightest futures require more than just a 

high school diploma.  More schooling is key! 

 
 

 
Important information for 

college applications: 

 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 

 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 

 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

 
 

Week 3 … Feb 4 – 8 

Is there anything else I should be doing? 
 

Week 4 … Feb 11 – 15 

Job searching skills. 
 

Week 5 … Feb 19 – 22 

Should I expand my college list? 
 

Week 6 … Feb 25 – March 1 

Help…how do I choose? 
 

Week 7 … Mar 4 – 8 

Interested in speaking at graduation? 
 

Week 8 … Mar 11 – 15 

What does my Financial Aid Award Mean? 
 

Week 9 … Mar 18 – 22 

My 1st choice is unaffordable – how do I fall 

in love with another option? 
 

Week 10 … Mar 25 – 29 

Resume help. 

 

Tues/Thurs 

Lunchtime Need 

Help Sessions 

Schedule… 

 

http://e.startribune.com/Olive/ODN/StarTribune/shared/ShowArticle.aspx?doc=MST%2F2017%2F01%2F13&entity=Ar00104&sk=47AA5CF9
https://www.minnstate.edu/campusesprograms/index.html
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Need Help Sessions:  Not Ready to Make a 4 Year 

Academic Commitment to the Arts? 
 

Affordable Theatre Arts programs are available locally at: 
 

• Anoka-Ramsey – 60 credit AFA in Theatre with emphasis on 
performance and technical theatre.  

• Inver Hills – 60 credit AFA in Theatre that includes coursework in 
film, cinema and theater. 

• MCTC – has a transfer Theater BA agreement with Mankato, 
Moorhead, St Cloud, Winona State and Metropolitan State for 
students who complete their 60 credit AFA degree in Theater Arts 
first.   

• Normandale – 60 credit AFA degrees in Theatre Performance and 
Theatre Production & Design, as well as a more general AA in 
Theatre.  
 

Want to pursue Film Studies? 
 

• MCTC – offers certificates in Cinema Production (30 credits) and 
Cinema Studies (24 credits) and 60 credit AS degrees in 
Cinematography, Directing, Producing, Editing and Post-production, 
and Screenwriting. 
 

Interested in continuing your Music Studies? 
 

• Anoka-Ramsey – 60 credit AFA in Music completes a two-year 
Music Theory sequence, a year of music history and includes private 
lessons and ensembles in band and choir. 

• Inver Hills – 60 credit AFA includes private and group lessons, 
performance opportunities and music fundamentals. 

• MCTC – 60 credit AS Degree in Sound Arts for students who would 
like to expand their knowledge of the production side of the music 
industry as well as Music.   

• Normandale – provides the complete first two years of a music 
major (BA, BFA, BM, BME) depending on the student’s emphasis (AA vs 

AFA).   
 

Continuing in Dance is more of a challenge locally as none of the 
community colleges offer a degree/coursework with this focus.  
Willing to go out-of-state?  Consider this list of community colleges 
with dance programs and relatively affordable out-of-state 
tuition… 
 

• Nassau CC (NY) – 64/65 credit AA in Dance. 

• Hillsborough CC (FL) – 63 credit Dance Emphasis AA. 

• Saddleback CC (CA) – 60 credit AA in Dance.  

• El Camino CC (CA) – 60 credit AA in Dance. 

• Mesa CC (AZ) – 60 credit AA in Dance.  

• Pikes Peak CC (CO) – 60 credit AA in Dance. 

• Howard CC (MD) – 60 credit AA in Dance. 

• Santa Fe CC (FL) – 60 credit AA in Dance. 
 

 

 

 

 

St Paul College 

 

MCTC  
 

 

 

 

https://www.anokaramsey.edu/academics/degrees-diplomas-certificates/two-year-degrees/associate-of-fine-arts-degrees/theatre-degree-transfer-pathway/
https://www.inverhills.edu/DegreesAndPrograms/Theatre/index.aspx
https://www.minneapolis.edu/academics/school-design-arts/theater-arts
http://www.normandale.edu/catalog/programs-of-study/minnesota-state-transfer-pathway-degrees/theatre-production-and-design-transfer-pathway-(afa)---60-credits
https://www.minneapolis.edu/cinema-production
https://www.minneapolis.edu/cinema-studies
https://www.minneapolis.edu/cinematography
https://www.minneapolis.edu/cinema-directing
https://www.minneapolis.edu/cinema-producing
https://www.minneapolis.edu/academics/school-design-arts/editing-and-post-production
https://www.minneapolis.edu/screenwriting
https://www.anokaramsey.edu/academics/degrees-diplomas-certificates/two-year-degrees/associate-of-fine-arts-degrees/music/
https://www.inverhills.edu/DegreesAndPrograms/Music/index.aspx
https://www.minneapolis.edu/academics/school-design-arts/sound-arts
https://www.minneapolis.edu/music
http://www.normandale.edu/departments/humanities/music
https://collegecatalog.ncc.edu/current/programs/theatre_dance/dance_aa.html
https://www.hccfl.edu/yc/dance.aspx
https://www.saddleback.edu/ka/dance-associate-degree-program
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/finearts/dance/degrees.aspx
https://www.mesacc.edu/programs/dance
https://www.ppcc.edu/degrees-certificates/dance
https://www.howardcc.edu/programs-courses/programs/dance-performance/index.html
https://www.sfcollege.edu/programs/1066
https://saintpaul.askadmissions.net/Portal/EI/Registration?gid=6235777cb7ff7665364afc97ee2a4629c41442
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Ji-miO9dFESPo2Emgjwlvwhg7f-0UbNDuVXUswwFmABUMVJCVldNWDBQQkEyVkI3WkIzOFowOTlKNi4u

