
 

College Visits:  It’s time to get out there and kick tires. 
 

Kick the Tires (dictionary.cambridge.org):  to try something  

or examine it carefully before buying it. 
 

When cars first moved from wooden wheels to rubber tires,  

the quality was often suspect.  To make sure that they wouldn’t deflate easily 

and strand driver and passengers, buyers were urged to “actively” check 

them out.   The same rule applies to college “shopping,” since college 

represents a truly significant purchase for most families:  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(http://money.cnn.com/2016/10/26/pf/college/college-tuition-2016-2017/index.html): 
 

Educated college choices requires data plus the development of a 

personalized point of view – what matters to one prospective student may 

be irrelevant to another, yet both opinions have validity.  On-campus visits 

provide students and families with the clearest sense of what a college 

experience might be like at a particular institution.  Scheduling on campus 

visits is relatively easy (see On campus visits in… sidebar).  Most colleges 

and universities offer morning, afternoon and some Saturday options.  The 

MEA break can be an ideal time to visit campuses near and far.  It is never 

too early to start college visits! 
 

Meeting with college and university representatives is the next best option.  

Face-to-face visits with Admissions Representatives provide students with 

unique opportunities to expand their knowledge about college and the 

application/financial aid processes.  To increase our student’s college 

awareness, SPCPA will host a number of college visits during the school day 

over the next several months.  During the regular school day college visits 

will be open to juniors and seniors with instructor approval and a “B” or 

better average in the class impacted by the visit.  As we become aware of 

off-site evening and weekend visits, we will include those on the visit 

calendar as well.  All students are encouraged to take advantage of these 

opportunities (see page 2 for details)!   
 

College Admissions Representatives are good people to get to know.  They 

often act as the “first reader” and may “speak for” SPCPA applicants in front 

of a larger admissions committee.  Making a habit of reaching out to college 

admissions departments via phone/email, if on campus visits are not an 

option, increases the likely that (a) a student will be accepted and (b) the 

student will make the best possible college choice given their options. 
 

Want a one-stop college and university visit experience?  October is the 

month!  National Portfolio Day is Sunday October 7th (10am – 4pm) at 

MCAD.  National Visual & Performing Arts Fair is Tuesday October 9th (7 – 

9pm) at the Minneapolis Art Institute.  National College Fair is Wednesday 

October 24th (5 – 8 pm) at the Minneapolis Convention Center.  

 

 

September 11, 2018 

On campus visits in … 
1. Go to Admissions site 
2. Find Visit link/button 
3. Complete Registration  

 

 

 

 

 

http://money.cnn.com/2016/10/26/pf/college/college-tuition-2016-2017/index.html
https://mcad.edu/admissions/event/national-portfolio-day-mcad
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/pva/minnesota-performing-and-visual-arts-college-fair/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/minnesota-national-college-fair/
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October 

Opportunities (outside 

SPCPA): 
 

• NYU Sunday October 1, 2017 

from 10-11:30 am 

@ JW Marriott (Mall of America) 

Pre-register at 

https://connect.nyu.edu/register

/?id=d25e33e8-4e14-478f-a984-

fc564ec919c2 
 

• U of MN Multicultural Student 

Open House Saturday October 

7, 2017 from 8 am- 3pm 

Pre-register at 

http://z.umn.edu/ExperienceMin

nesota 
 

•  

Upcoming College Visit Opportunities…. 

 

 

 

 

        

     

  

 

 

 

Good Question!  For starters it might help to know that…. 

 

• Hampshire College (1321 students) is located in Amherst, MA and is 

part of the 5 college consortium with Smith, Mount Holyoke Amherst 

and U Mass Amherst.  Students from 37 states and 11 countries joined 

the class of 2019.  Rather than majors, Hampshire students build 

concentrations in more than 66 areas that interest them including 

Dance, Music and Theatre culminating in a BA degree.   

• St Olaf (3179 students) is located in Northfield, MN.  Students from 41 

states and 51 countries joined the class of 2021.  ACT range:  25-31.  

GPA:  3.5-4.0.  41% regular decision acceptance rate (80% acceptance 

for Early Decision candidates).  They offer BAs 45 distinct subjects 

including Dance, Music, and Theater. 

• Emerson College (4561 students) is located in Boston, MA.  44% of 

their students come from New England and the Mid-Atlantic states.  

18% are international students.  Only 6% come from the Midwest.  

ACT range:  27-31.  GPA average:  3.72.  The accepted 35.6% of their 

applicants.  Emerson students focus on communication and art 

disciplines including Film & Theatre BA/BFA options. 

St Olaf College @SPCPA 

2:15pm Room 222 

Hampshire College 

@SPCPA 2:15 room 222 

Carnegie Mellon University 

7pm @Southwest High School 

Click here for more details. 

 

*Note:  11th & 12th grade only with teacher approval 

Wellesley College noon- 

2pm @1710 Colfax Ave S Mpls 

Click here for more details. 

 

 

Northern Arizona University 
2pm @Hilton MOA 

Click here for more details. 

Emerson College 

@SPCPA 1pm Room 222 

 

Multicultural Student Open 

House 
@ U of MN-Twin Cities 8 am – 3 pm 

Click here for more details. 

Yale 

6:30pm @St Paul Academy 

Click here for more details. 

 

Fordham University 

7pm  @St Thomas Academy 

Click here for more details. 

What should I know 

about the schools 

visiting SPCPA in 

September? 

https://connect.nyu.edu/register/?id=d25e33e8-4e14-478f-a984-fc564ec919c2
https://connect.nyu.edu/register/?id=d25e33e8-4e14-478f-a984-fc564ec919c2
https://connect.nyu.edu/register/?id=d25e33e8-4e14-478f-a984-fc564ec919c2
http://z.umn.edu/ExperienceMinnesota
http://z.umn.edu/ExperienceMinnesota
https://www.hampshire.edu/
https://wp.stolaf.edu/
https://www.emerson.edu/
https://admission.enrollment.cmu.edu/pages/information-sessions-in-a-city-near-you
https://admission.wellesley.edu/register/Minnesota
https://nau.edu/admission/nau-comes-to-you/
https://admissions.tc.umn.edu/events/experiencemn.html
https://apps.admissions.yale.edu/register/?id=8d09692a-cc42-4abc-b551-f1cda2a1e14f
https://admission.fordham.edu/register/?id=baa8062b-d381-4b10-914d-aab5bd0e6ca7

