
College Presentation English Classes September 4-7, 2018 

Slide Glossary with Comments & Associated Links: 

1.  Foundation for post-high school planning based on conversations with 

previous SPCPA seniors.  Click here for help with career planning.   

2.  Whether a student decides to go to college immediately after high 

school or take some time off to work and/or explore their interests to 

better understand what they hope to achieve by continuing their education, 

most career paths require knowledge beyond high school.  Hoping to start 

working earlier rather than later?  Click here for jobs that may (depends on 

the state and employer) require minimum training after high school. The most 

successful college students are the ones who prioritize completing their 

degree program (whether it is a 3 months certificate program at a 

community/technical college or 4 years at a BA granting college or university) on time.  

Not only do they enter the job market sooner, they do so with a minimum 

amount of debt!  Note:  a well-planned gap year can help students become 

better prepared for college.   

3. “Throw your arms open to the possibilities.”  Deciding is next spring.   

4.  Figuring out your personal list of best fit schools takes introspection 

and research.  Visit campuses.  Talk to current students and potential 

professors.  The goal is to have choices that make personal and 

financial sense next spring. 

5.  College search tools (in no particular order):  College Factual, Cappex, 

Chegg, Niche, COLLEGEdata, simpletuition, Big Future, College Raptor, 

CollegeInSight, College Confidential, Unigo, College Navigator, 

CollegeSimply, and collegeXpress. 

6. “This is dating.”  Protect your hearts.  Don’t fall in love with any school 

until you know how hard they are working to make it an affordable 

https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2015/article/career-planning-for-high-schoolers.htm
https://money.usnews.com/careers/slideshows/25-best-jobs-for-high-school-graduates
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/julia-rogers/the-inherent-value-in-gap-years-for-all-students-not-just-the-1-percent_b_10027614.html
https://www.collegefactual.com/
https://www.cappex.com/
https://www.chegg.com/majors/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/value/
https://www.collegedata.com/
https://www.simpletuition.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search
https://www.collegeraptor.com/college-search
http://college-insight.org/
https://www.collegeconfidential.com/schools/search
https://www.unigo.com/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
https://www.collegesimply.com/
https://www.collegexpress.com/


option for you.  It’s not just a question of being accepted (although 

acceptance rates give you a clue about your chances in general).  Suggestion:  

develop a list of prospects that includes schools with higher acceptance rates.   

7-8.  The role that GPA and ACT scores play in the admissions process.  

Suggestion:  picking schools that have mid-range (ie. middle 50%) “statistics” 

that match yours (GPA/ACT) improves the chance of being accepted.  

Including options that place you in the schools’ top tier (ie. above the middle 

50%) increases the likelihood of merit aid (free money).   

9.  Senior year college planning calendar. 

10.  ACT test information.  Suggestion:  Having at least one ACT score 

expands college options. 

11.  Early Action vs Early Decision. 

12. BFA/BM information. These applications require considerably more 

work/time/$$$ than a typical college application.  Suggestion:  meet with 

Ms. Green ASAP to discuss. 

13.  Application fees/Educational Benefits information.  Suggestion:  if 

you are interested in application fee waivers, submit your forms ASAP! 

14.  Net price calculators.  Every college must provide this information.  

Entering the required information can help students and parents focus on 

college affordability goals earlier rather than later.  

15.  For many students, the cost of the college “experience” (see room & 

board, personal expense, transportation, books section of the previous slide) is the 

portion not covered by grants, loans, scholarships and work study.  

Suggestion:  Considering local options which may qualify for additional 

grants from the state and may allow for more affordable housing options (ie. 



living at home initally) can make the difference between going and not going to 

college next fall.   

16. Letters of Recommendation.  Not every school requires one.  Before you 

apply know the requirements.  Suggestion:  ask early.  Ask before you link a 

recommender’s email to your application.  Spend time putting together the 

best possible packet for each recommender.   

17. The activities resume and performance resume include the amount of 

time (ie. hours/week or month) the student spent doing each item and when 

(ie. what grade) the activity occurred.  Colleges are looking for commitment 

and passion.  How a student spends their time outside of school helps them 

better understand who is applying.  Suggestion:  see separate attachments 

for samples. 

18.  Senior year is busy but planning helps.   

19.  The college application process. 

20-27.  Slides detail the variety of application portals available.  

Suggestion:  pay attention to options in the planning stage to narrow down 

the number of portals needed.   

28-29.  Transcripts.  Transcript Request form vs electronic and self-

reported transcripts.  Suggestion:  unofficial transcripts available on Infinite 

Campus.  Click on Reports (left column) on the student’s home screen.  If self-

reporting your transcript be sure that you enter the correct credit 

information.  Entering inaccurate/incorrect information may seriously 

jeopardize your ability to enroll if accepted. 

30-31.  FAFSA, FSA ID and Financial Aid.  Websites with scholarship search 

tools not listed with slide #5 links include (in no particular order):  

Fastweb, Scholarships.com, Scholarship monkey, and PrepScholar. 

https://www.spcpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Request-for-a-Letter-of-Recommendation-2018.pdf
https://www.spcpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Transcript-Request-Current-Student-2017-1.pdf
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.scholarshipmonkey.com/
https://blog.prepscholar.com/topic/financial-aid


32.  Decision day is May 1, 2019!  The goal is for every senior is to have 5 

“good fit” schools that they can afford to decide between.  Suggestion:  if 

you hope to pursue a four year degree (BA/BFA/BM) apply to at least 5 schools.  

Be prepared to apply to more schools if your list has low acceptance 

rate colleges and universities or your applications require an audition 

(BM/BFA).  Fewer applications may make finding an affordable four year 

option more difficult.   

33.  The Power of YOU (St Paul College and MCTC).  An affordable path 

to a great 4 year degree! 

 

 

https://www.saintpaul.edu/admissions/power-of-you-program
https://www.minneapolis.edu/admissions/power-you-poy

