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Important information for 

college applications: 
 

SPCPA School Code:  242 284 
 

Counselor:  Alison Green 

(greena@spcpa.org) 
 

School Information: 

16 W 5th St 

St Paul, MN  55102 

(651) 290-2225 

College List Tools 
 

Big data has made its mark on the college search 
process. Here are a few suggestions that may make 

developing your list easier… 
 

CollegeInSight allows students to compare 
colleges based on financially focused variables 
such as average student debt.   

 
 

College Confidential is a discussion based 
forum as well as a college search engine.   

 
Niche provides students with “best of” lists as 
well as overall ratings based on data (by state 
and major) from the US Department of 
Education.  

 
 

Recommendations are a part 

of some but not all college 

applications.  Two year or less 

college programs, most four 

year state schools and many 

private colleges and 

universities do NOT require a 

teacher recommendation 

(although many will  accept it if 

provided).   
 

The more selective the 

school, the more likely the 

application will require or 

allow for at least one (if not 

more than one) teacher 

recommendation. 
 

To ensure the best possible 

recommendations next fall, 

rising seniors are encouraged 

to contact the academic 

teacher or teachers (including 

arts if interested in an audition-based 

program) that you believe are in 

the best position to describe 

your contribution to the 

classroom.  Request forms can 

be downloaded from the 

SPCPA website or picked up 

from Ms. Green (room 224).     
 

These forms are designed to 

help students provide the 

fullest picture of their 

interests and 

accomplishments.  At this 

point in the application 

process, you will not be able 

to answer all of the questions.  

Ask now.  Answer what you 

can answer.  Update the form 

in the fall when you have a 

better idea of the schools on   

your list and their specific requirements.  Recommendations are a voluntary effort 

on your teacher’s part.   Recommenders who are inundated with requests may not 

be able to fulfill the request if asked late in the process.  Asking now gives them a 

chance to prepare before the rush sets in next fall!   

http://college-insight.org/
https://www.collegeconfidential.com/schools/search
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-colleges/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-colleges/
https://www.spcpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Request-for-a-Letter-of-Recommendation-2018.pdf
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College 101:  Hoping to Get a Jump on Senior 

Year College-Related Tasks? 
 

Students and families who complete their FAFSA4caster in 

advance of the college application process are in a better position 

to develop a college list that takes into account affordability as 

well as the other factors that create a “good fit” school.  The 

definition of affordability varies by family but could include the 

following scenarios:   

 An affordable school may be one that meets full 

demonstrated need. The lower the Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC) and/or the greater the gap between the Cost 

Of Attendance (COA) and the EFC the more important this 

variable becomes.  Click here for a list of schools that meet full 

demonstrated need.  Note:  the schools on this list can be 

categorized as “highly selective” and thus tend to attract 

applicants with exceptional credentials (ex. GPAs, ACT and/or SAT 

scores, demonstrated interests, etc.).  Students with low EFC’s and/or a 

low ability to meet their EFC are highly encouraged to 

investigate local options that may provide an excellent 

education without the high added cost of room and board.   

 An affordable school may be one that provides merit aid. 

Merit aid is particularly important for families that are unable 

to contribute the full EFC amount as defined via the federal 

calculation (FAFSA) that is the foundation document for all 

financial aid awards.  Merit aid (scholarships based on academic, 

artistic, athletic and/or interest criteria) is a common feature at the 

majority of public and private colleges and universities.  In 

general, the higher the student “ranks” in a school’s 

applicant pool (as measured by GPA, ACT/SAT and/or talent or other 

desirable feature – ethnicity, interests/skills, and geographic origin), the 

more likely the student will receive a financial award that 

includes merit aid.   Note:  the most highly selective colleges 

do not provide this option.  If merit aid is important, applying to 

the schools on this list may result in an unaffordable college 

choice.  Click here for a list of “great” schools with merit aid.   
 

For most students, the scholarship question takes on increasing 

importance as the college application season progresses.  It is 

never too early begin looking for scholarship opportunities!  

The “best” opportunities are those that are closest to the 

applicant – an employer (student and/or parent), a community 

affiliation (church, club, local business, etc) or military connection 

(veteran’s benefits and/or organization) – as they tend to have the least 

competition and the most direct connection.  Every student is 

encouraged to set up a profile on at least one of the 

scholarship aggregator sites.  Click here for a list of options.  

Students tend to be more successful in the scholarship search if a 

willing parent is involved.  Establishing a scholarship only email 

address which both parties (parent and student) have access to can 

help make this process more manageable!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Junior Class Presentation Throwback… 

 

Looking for a summer road trip?  Interested in 
attending a Historically Black College and/or 

University (HBCU)?  The independent tour 
organization Stepping in the Right Direction 

provides summer tours to schools in this category.  
To learn more, click here! 

https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1
http://blog.collegegreenlight.com/blog/colleges-that-meet-100-of-student-financial-need/
http://www.barbaraaustin.com/?p=388
https://scholarships360.org/great-schools-great-scholarships-top-merit-scholarship-awards/
https://www.reviews.com/best-scholarship-search-platforms/
http://www.steppingintherightdirection.com/

