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Greetings from SPCPA!
 
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family 
doing well and settled into a new school year. We 
welcomed over 200 new families to our community 
this fall.  In addition, there are approximately 400 
returning families.  We thank everyone who was 
able to join us for our Back-to-School Night event, 
which allowed us to showcase the school’s new 
and renovated spaces at Lowry and officially kick-
off SPCPA’s ninth year of operation. We feel very 
fortunate to have such a great team of people that 
worked many hours to prepare the Lowry for the 
start of the school year and continue to 
demonstrate that same commitment as we 
complete our punch list and tackle finishing the 
third floor and other remaining projects.
 
SPCPA’s Board of Directors, administration and 
staff continue to commit to providing the highest 
caliber of academic and artistic education to 
aspiring pre-professional performing artists in the 
areas of dance, theatre, musical theatre, 
instrumental music, and vocal arts, as well as 
preparing students for college and conservatory. 
 
With this said, it is important to remember that 
SPCPA students have the unique experience of 
being a visible part of the downtown Saint Paul 
community on a daily basis and attending classes 
in a truly remarkable setting for learning.  Given 
our place in this wonderful downtown setting, we 
must take responsibility for how we represent 
ourselves to the community and realize that we 
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share our facilities, especially the skyways, sidewalks, and eating establishments, 
with others.  School administration forges numerous connections with community 
members and encourages feedback when necessary given the school’s significant 
presence in downtown.  We receive positive feedback on a daily basis, which is 
wonderful, and we continue to request that everyone is mindful of continuing to 
display   appropriate attire, not shouting or yelling indoors, maintaining skyway and 
sidewalk etiquette, and cleaning up after themselves.  We want to be sure that 
behaviors support the image we desire for our school.
 
Additionally, our reputation extends beyond downtown Saint Paul. Students travel to 
and from school on different buses from different communities and their behavior is 
noticed.  We appreciate students being respectful and practicing good citizenship 
while utilizing public transportation.
 
We have the opportunity to affect our communities positively by being thoughtful and 
conscientious individuals and by choosing our words and actions carefully. SPCPA 
students help create and shape their learning environments inside and outside of the 
classroom with the choices that they make every day.  In addition to providing 
students with a top notch academic education and training and development in the 
arts, we also strive to help them grow as compassionate individuals with concern for 
others and a desire to make a positive impact on their communities. Please assist us 
in reminding the students and each other that we all have the opportunity to serve as 
role models and help project a positive image for SPCPA in the community.
 
We look forward to working with you throughout the school year. You are encouraged 
to contact the school office (651-290-2225) between 7:30 AM and 4:00 PM for 
assistance in directing you to the appropriate staff member should you have 
questions, concerns, or issues that need to addressed. It is important to us that we 
address your needs in a timely and efficient manner and utilizing our main office will 
help us accomplish this goal. 

Callie Jacobs

http://www.spcpa.org
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November 21 Early Dismissal at 12:05 PM
   PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
   1:30 PM - 4:30 PM and 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
   Wilkins Studios

November 22 Early Dismissal at 12:05 PM
   PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
   1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
   Wilkins Studios

November 27 Early Dismissal at 12:05 PM

November 28-29 SCHOOL CLOSED: Thanksgiving Holiday

December 11 JAZZ CONCERT
   7:00 PM
   Lehr Theatre

December 16 SHAKESPEARE CLASS PERFORMANCE
   6:00 PM
   Lehr Theatre

December 17 WINTER CHORAL FESTIVAL CONCERT
   6:00 PM
   Landmark Center Cortile

   MUSICAL THEATRE COLLABORATION PERFORMANCE
   7:30 PM
   Lehr Theatre

December 18 ACTING STUDIO SHOWING
   7:30 PM
   Lehr Theatre

December 19 ORCHESTRA CONCERT
   7:00 PM
   Landmark Center Cortile

December 23 - January 1 SCHOOL CLOSED: Winter Break

January 2 J-TERM BEGINS

January 16-22 J-TERM PERFORMANCES

January 20 RETURN TO SEMESTER 1

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
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Part of the mission of Saint Paul Conservatory for Performing Artists is to provide the highest 
caliber of academic education . . .   and fully prepare students for college . . . 

What does this mean it to provide the highest caliber of academic education and 
fully prepared for college? 
Our goal is to provide students with an educational experience that is equal to or above what 
they are able to get in their home school district. How  do we compare with schools 
throughout the state of Minnesota? In our most recent statewide testing, SPCPA ranks 8th 
highest in the state of Minnesota in math, 18th highest in reading, and in the top 5% for 
writing. The national average on the ACT is 20, the average for Minnesota and SPCPA is 23.  
We offer students honors level courses for freshmen and sophomores which prepare them for 
the opportunity to take College In School (CIS) courses, offered through the University of 
Minnesota. Eight-five percent of our 2013 graduates were      .

What can a student/parent do to make sure they take full advantage of this 
opportunity?  
The first step for students is to plan to take four years of language arts, mathematics, science 
and social studies. Students should strive for a minimum of two years of a foreign language. 
If the student struggles academically, the student/parent should contact the appropriate 
academic teachers to get more information on what the student can do to achieve high 
academic success. All  academic teachers are available from 7:45 AM to 8:00 AM and from 
3:30 PM. to 4:00 PM. It is best to contact the teacher to schedule a time for the teacher and 
student to meet to get additional support.

Student grades and attendance can be found on School View. Teachers are required to 
update grades a minimum of every five class periods, though most update them more 
frequently. All academic teachers also have a Moodle page with student resources. The 
resources may include a course syllabus, course calendar, handouts, reading or online 
textbooks, project information and much more. Students are encouraged to check the 
Moodle page frequently. Additionally, all students have at least one structured study hall 
available to them to get homework done and obtain additional academic support.

Teachers will  contact parent(s) if the student’s grade falls below  C-. This is a great 
opportunity to have an open discussion on what support the teacher can provide, what the 
student needs to do, and what support the parent(s) can provide at home. By the student, 
parent(s) and teacher working together, the student can receive a passing grade and achieve 
academic success.

If you have any questions about our academic program, please feel free to contact me.

FROM THE ACADEMIC DIRECTOR

Mark Grossklaus

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
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On one of the first few pages of our brochure, there is quote by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe: 
Treat people as if they were what they ought to be and you help 
them become what they are capable of being.

This was selected to be the only quote in the brochure as it had been the fundamental, 
guiding principal in arts programming at SPCPA during our first decade. Treat students as if 
they are already artists and they will become artists. Treat them as if they are capable and 
they will prove themselves capable. Expect the best in each of them and more often than not 
they will each exceed those expectations. Everything begins with this belief.  

What does it mean to treat a student as if s/he is already an artist?

It means that instructors consider the students as their collaborators; both in terms of the 
work and in terms of the learning process. We create work with each other and teachers and 
students learn together.  

It means that we believe in arts programming that all students are capable of learning and 
performing at high levels.  

It means we honor what is unique in each student, and within the structures and confines of 
a collaborative experience, we expect them to share their particular uniqueness with each 
other and with audiences.  

It means that we expect students to treat their work with reverence, to approach their 
training as a daily discipline, to apply their whole heart, mind, body, and soul to the task at 
hand;  and at all times, to regard each other with dignity and respect.

Welcome [back] to conservatory training! In just a couple of months you will be working in 
various professional and post-secondary rehearsal and performance venues during J-Term.  
We want you out of the classroom and into artists’ authentic environments! You will be fully 
engaged in a rehearsal experience that models a professional process. Immerse yourselves 
and fully engage in the creative process, surrounded by both professional artists (some who 
are also faculty at SPCPA) and your colleagues.

FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
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Thank you to all of our students who serve as ambassadors for SPCPA each and every day; 
we appreciate students conducting themselves in an appropriate and professional manners 
while out and about downtown Saint Paul.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN HIGH SCHOOL

• Be sure to communicate with teachers regarding questions or concerns.  Teachers are able 
to respond quickly via email.  All teacher emails can be found on the SPCPA website.

• Book an appointment to meet with your teachers before, during, or after school if you need 
additional help.  Teachers may be also available during your study hall.

• Don’t forget to check your School View account to get updates on grades and attendance.

Moodle is an online classroom where teachers will  post assignments, handouts and class 
information. Students have a username and password. They are able to log in, see the class 
pages, take quizzes and participate in forums. Parents can have guest access and will be able 
to view the content only.  The enrollment code for all courses is: spcpa. Each teacher is 
responsible for their own Moodle site.  If you have problems with a Moodle page, please 
contact the course teacher.  http://moodle-spcpa.org

School  View  allows parents to view their own student’s school records and is current from 
anywhere and at any time. Students and parents have their own accounts. If you need help 
with your password, please contact Susan Reiling at reilings@spcpa.org.

FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENT SERVICES

POST-SECONDARY PLANNING

Each year SPCPA hosts around 25 college visits from colleges and 
universities across the country.  These visits are a wonderful 
opportunity for students to meet with an admissions rep and ask 
questions.  College visits are open to students of all grade 
levels. Students must check in with their teacher first to obtain 
permission and a pass to attend. SPCPA has been visited by over 
18 colleges so far his year! Thank you to our students who come 
to these visits and ask great questions! College reps are always 
impressed with SPCPA students when they come to visit.

Seniors are encouraged to make an appointment with Ms. Jarvis 
to discuss post-secondary plans.  Please email Ms. Jarvis 
at  jarvisc@spcpa.org  to set up an appointment during study hall 
or senior pass. 
 
As seniors receive college acceptances, be sure to let Ms. Jarvis 
(jarvisc@spcpa.org) know! Last year we had students accepted to 
over 150 colleges in the U.S. and abroad!
 
The University of Minnesota has a priority deadline of December 
16, 2013. If you have any interest in the U of MN, your chances of 
gaining acceptance are far greater if you apply before the deadline.

Transcript 
Requests 
T o r e q u e s t a 
transcript be sent 
to a prospective 
school, please visit 
t h e C u r r e n t 
Students section 
of our website.

Letters of 
Recommendation 
To request a letter 
o f r ecommend-
ation, please visit 
t h e C u r r e n t 
Students section 
of our website.

Carrie Jarvis

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
http://moodle-spcpa.org
http://moodle-spcpa.org
mailto:reilings@spcpa.org
mailto:reilings@spcpa.org
mailto:jarvisc@spcpa.org
mailto:jarvisc@spcpa.org
mailto:jarvisc@spcpa.org
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FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENT CONDUCT

DRESS CODE

Thank you to all of the students who have been observing the dress code. SPCPA students 
are expected to maintain an appearance that is not distracting, disrespectful, or disruptive to 
the educational process. Symbols, emblems, badges, signs, words, objects or pictures on 
clothing, jewelry or personal items that represent gangs, tobacco, drugs, alcohol, or 
discriminatory references to sex, race, or religion, or that are lewd, vulgar, or obscene are not 
permitted. Shoes must be worn at all  times (outside of approved arts classes) for health and 
safety reasons. A copy of the full dress code can be found in the student handbook on page 
47. An electronic copy of the handbook is available on the school website under Current 
Students.

ATTENDANCE

Please remember to call our Attendance Hotline if your student will be absent, tardy or needs 
a release from school. Please remind your student that s/he must sign out when departing 
(e.g. for a dentist appointment, outside arts performance) and s/he must sign in when 
arriving at school after classes have begun (e.g. from a dentist appointment). This policy of 
signing in and out applies to all  students, including seniors. In particular, failure to sign out 
of the building when leaving school, even if by parent request, constitutes an unexcused 
absence (even if a parent calls after the fact). SPCPA must adhere to county and state 
reporting requirements. To this end, it is important that we maintain accurate attendance 
records and your cooperation is appreciated.

ATTENDANCE HOTLINE:  651-222-3200

FIRE DRILLS AND LOCKDOWNS

Each school year, the State of Minnesota requires schools to perform five fire drills and five 
lockdowns. These procedures are scheduled and students are directed by staff on what to do 
in every instance. Staff expects students to follow directions so that these preparatory drills 
run smoothly, ensuring student safety.

METRO TRANSIT

We are aware that a majority of our students take public transportation to and from school. 
We remind students and parents that riding a city bus is a privilege, not a right. Metro 
Transit provides a Code of Conduct for patrons using the bus; SPCPA students who obtained 
a bus card were required to sign this document. Metro Transit has the right to ban a student 
from the bus for not following the Codes of Conduct.

STUDENT SAFETY

We are always concerned with student safety in the downtown area. We remind students to 
always cross the streets at crosswalks and only during the WALK signal. Here is a link from 
the M inneso ta Depar tment o f T ranspor ta t i on about pedes t r i an sa f e t y : 
www.sharetheroadmn.org. Please take a look at this important information and discuss it 
with your student.

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.sharetheroadmn.org
http://www.sharetheroadmn.org
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PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

SCHOOL CLOSING DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER

Parent/Teacher Conferences will be on November 21 and 22. Students will be dismissed at 
12:05 PM on both days. Conferences are open-house style; appointments are not required. 
Parents are encouraged to visit as many of his/her student’s teachers as schedule permits. 
We request parents spend no more than 5 minutes with each teacher, please. Students are 
also welcome and encouraged to attend conferences.

• Thursday, November 21: 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM and 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM at Wilkins Studios
• Friday, November 22: 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Wilkins Studios

School  Clothing (logo-wear) will be available for sale at the Parent/Teacher Conferences! 
**Please note that SPCPA currently accepts only cash and checks (no credit/debit cards).**

Information on school closing due to weather will be provided on the following TV/radio 
stations: 4, 5, 9, 11 and WCCO Radio AM 830. All of these stations also provide information 
through their website and some offer text alerts. A school closing announcement will be 
made by 5:45 AM.

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT EXPERIENCE DAYS

We have begun holding our Prospective Student Day experiences for students interested in 
joining SPCPA for the 2014-2015 school year. A Prospective Student Day provides student(s) 
and parent(s) an opportunity to learn about the academic and arts offerings, meet current 
SPCPA students and get a tour of the SPCPA campus. More information can be found our 
school website: http://spcpa.org/prospective-students/. If you know someone who is 
interested in attending SPCPA, please direct him or her to our website.

As part of our commitment to students and parents, our staff continues to post grades to 
School View. For specific questions regarding a class your student is in, please contact the 
appropriate teacher. Teacher emails are available at http://spcpa.org/about/staff-directory/. 
Teachers are available prior to school starting at 7:45 AM and after school until 4 PM. Please 
note teachers are not available after school on Wednesdays due to a staff meeting.

STUDENT GRADES

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
http://spcpa.org/prospective-students/
http://spcpa.org/prospective-students/
http://spcpa.org/about/staff-directory/
http://spcpa.org/about/staff-directory/
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J-TERM INFORMATION

During the fall  and spring semesters at SPCPA, students are immersed in a performing arts 
training program. The focus is on technique. During J-Term, students attempt to apply 
learned technique to a rehearsal process. Though technically a class, and a required credit 
for graduation, J-Term is really an abbreviated rehearsal process that leads toward a kind of 
workshop performance. In some cases, these workshop performances may look quite 
polished. However, it is important to remember that the goal is not the end result; J-Term is 
a kind of experiential “how to rehearse something” class.  

This year, 600 students will be working in one of 25 different projects during 13-15 days in 
January (precious little time for the plays and musicals!). Many projects are guided by guest 
professional artists and some by SPCPA faculty who are themselves working professionals. 
Most projects rehearse and perform in a professional venue, as there is a kind of energy that 
exists in these spaces that cannot be replicated in a high school classroom. At the end of 
rehearsals, families and peers are invited into the process to participate as audience 
members. Though ultimately SPCPA is a training organization and not a producing 
organization, it is important for students to understand how  to handle performance energy,  
so all projects work toward public showings.

The story of J-Term begins to reveal itself more fully with each project you attend. You will  be 
moved as the entirety of the student body dances, plays, acts and sings creative process,  
demonstrating and celebrating where each is at along the rehearsal continuum. With each 
“performance” you see, know that throughout the whole of J-Term, project directors 
encourage students to take risks; to make bold, courageous choices; to remember that each 
failure is a step toward a success; to relish in this atmosphere of experimentation; and to 
push themselves into unfamiliar and perhaps uncomfortable places. For this is what the 
artist is called to do.

We encourage you to see as many J-Term projects as possible. Embrace art!

2014 J-Term Projects
Antigone, The Boys form Syracuse, Classical Ballet, Contemporary Ballet, Contemporary Black Dance 
based in West African Movement, Dido and Aeneas, Fiddler on the Roof, Fiddler Pit Orchestra, Flamenco 
dance, Good ‘N’ Plenty, Hairspray, Hot Comb, Hip Hop dance, Illyria, Jazz dance, Madrigal Dinner, 
Modern dance, A New Music Stew with Zeitgeist, Post Modern dance, The Skin of Our Teeth, Twelfth 
Night, Vocal Jazz and The Wretchedly Uncomfortables.

2014 J-Term Directors
Suzy Messerole, Angharad Davies, Gary Briggle, Roberta Carlson, Penelope Freeh, Lillian Stillwell, 
Kenna-Camara Cottman, David Walsh, Steven Stucki, Genevieve Bennett, Jason Hansen, Shannon 
Roberg, Nicholas Gaudette, Deborah Elias, Ellen Fenster, Charles Fraser, Signe Harriday, John Lynn, 
Regina Peluso, James Austin Williams, Patricia Brown, Lisa Berman, Joey Clark, Katherine Gorr, 
Laura Selle  Virtucio, Nathan Herfindahl, Carl Flink, Heather Barringer, Pat O’Keefe, Chris Yon, Brian 
Goranson, Justin Spooner, Matt Sciple, Jennie Ward, Eric Hagmann and Jon Ferguson.

2014 J-Term Venues
The Lab, Minnesota Opera Center, Lowry Lab, TU Dance Center, The O’Shaughnessy, Patrick’s 
Cabaret, University of Minnesota School of Music, Kilburn Arena at Rarig Center, E.M. Pearson 
Theatre, Zorongo Flamenco Studio, Illusion Theater, History Theatre, Pillsbury House Theatre, 
Jawaahir Dance Studio, Mixed Blood Theatre, TekBox at James Sewell Ballet, Lundstrum Center, 
Zeitgeist’s Studio Z, Southern Theater, Steppingstone Theatre, Stoll Thrust at Rarig Center, Red Eye 
Theater and our own Lehr Theatre.

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
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Honors English 9 students are reading 
William Shakespeare’s  Romeo and Juliet, a 
piece that affords them the opportunity to 
study word play, dramatic irony, and 
complex characterization. We have also 
se i z ed th i s oppor tun i t y t o exp lo r e 
relationship dynamics, both family and 
romantic. Thank you to all parents who 
participated in our parent survey! Students 
will write a literary analysis paper, learn a 
monologue to recite in class, and engage in 
rigorous student-led discussions. Do not be 
surprised if you hear Elizabethan English 
spoken throughout SPCPA’s hallways or 
during family meals.
 
English 12 students just finished writing 
college admissions essays and are now 
honing their critical reading skills as we 
explore pieces by Joyce Carol Oates, Sylvia 
Plath, Cornelius Eady, Elizabeth Alexander, 
and many others. Students are challenged to 
“peel back the layers” and view  pieces 
through multiple critical lenses (Marxist, 
Feminist, Post-Colonial, etc.). Students are 
also honing their discussion skills in 
preparation for the next unit, which centers 
around  The Autobiography of Malcolm X. 
Additionally, students have selected topics 
for their semester-long independent research 
projects. Some chosen topics include Sarah 
Susanka and her “not-so-big” house design, 
sleep learning, the global impact of Ford’s 
assembly line, author studies, poet studies, 
playwright studies, Iran’s recent political 
history, and U.S. voting fraud.
 
University Writing (College in the Schools 
- CIS) students have become anthropologists! 

Each student has chosen a subculture 
within the Twin Cities community to study 
over the next few weeks. With the assistance 
of an inside “broker,” students are 
participant-observers as  they gather both 
qualitative and quantitative research data. 
Ultimately, students are asked to write an 
ethnography that analyzes the subculture in 
a way that promotes self-discovery. Through 
a “messy,” recursive research and writing 
process, the ethnography project challenges 
students, both as writers and human beings.

Hello from the math department! We’re 
excited for another fantastic year at SPCPA, 
complete with brand new classrooms and 
exciting new course offerings. Before 
examining what each course is up to, we 
would like to give special recognition to our 
seniors, who last year brought SPCPA up to 
number 8 out of 538 high schools in the 
state on the MCA-II math exam. Our 
performing artists are now  in the top 2% of 
MN schools for mathematics and we couldn’t 
be more proud.
 
Math Skills is a new  course this year and is 
off to a great start! Each day, the students 
begin class with cold calling basic math 
operations, which serves as a great way to 
wake up the brain and to decrease their 
reliance on a calculator. The students then 
move to their MacBooks for a good portion of 
class each day in order to progress through 
the skill practices of Khan Academy 
(khanacademy.org ) . I t was s trong ly 
recommended that students start at the 

SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
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“beginning” of the math content (basic 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and 
division) because we follow the philosophy of 
mastery learning. Doing this also ensures we 
close any gaps in student’s knowledge that 
may be preventing him or her from fully 
comprehending a Geometry or Algebra 2 
topic. While the students are a little behind 
the traditional Geometry or Algebra 2 class 
right now, we know from research gathered 
from schools around the country that use 
Khan Academy that by mastering the basics 
skills, the students will progress more 
effectively and efficiently into the higher 
concepts and perhaps even surpass the 
general classroom. From a teacher’s 
perspective, it’s wonderful to know that each 
student is working on *exactly* what he or 
she needs and is not being left behind or 
held back by the other students in the 
classroom.
 
Calculus  is all about derivatives this 
semester! After studying the formal limit 
definition of a derivative, we move to the 
Derivative Laws and then applications of 
derivatives.
 
Advanced Geometry  is already delving into 
proofs: working our way from algebraic 
proofs to geometric proofs. The big area of 
focus this semester is triangle congruence.
 
In Applied Math this semester students are 
working on problem solving strategies, 
number theory, and Algebra topics, including 
equations, inequalities, graphs, functions, 
and systems.
 
In Algebra II and Advanced Algebra II this 
semester, students are working on linear 
functions, systems of equations and 
inequalities, quadratic functions, and 
exponential functions and logarithms.
 

Precalculus  starts the year examining 
applications of advanced equations and 
functions.
Geometry  students began the semester by 
examining the building blocks of geometry 
(points, lines, planes, angles, etc.), and will 
move into congruence proofs very soon.
 
Discrete Math  students are knee-deep into 
set theory, proofs, and logic, and will move 
shortly into graph theory and algorithms.

Chemistry students are exploring atomic 
structure and focusing on why chemical 
reactions occur.

Honors Physics students are continuing 
with a chapter on Kinematics: Motion in 
One-Dimension.  Students are learning the 
relationship between position, velocity/
speed, and acceleration of objects in linear 
motion and in free fall.

This month in Anatomy and Physiology 
students are starting the Respiratory System 
Unit. We just finished the Digestive System 
Unit. Our students have been investigating 
their own nutrition and making goals on 
improving their overall wellness. A highlight 
of this month has been our lung capacity 
lab, measuring our vital capacity using 
balloons.

Honors Anatomy and Physiology students 
are learning about the cells and tissues that 
make up the human body.

SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS

http://www.spcpa.org
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In Biology , s tudents are explor ing 
biochemistry, including atoms, molecules, 
and enzymes, and we are now delving into 
the microscopic world of cells!

Honors Biology students are engaged in 
learning about biochemistry, such as the 
structure of the atom and how  atoms bond 
together to create the compounds necessary 
for life. A highlight of the biochemistry unit 
was an inquiry lab that allowed students to 
explore the properties of enzymes in a 
chemical reaction! We’re now  exploring the 
microscopic world of cells, including types of 
cells, the structures within cells, and how 
cells divide.

College in the Schools (CIS) Political 
Science students will have an opportunity to 
participate in a field day at the University of 
Minnesota where they will take part in a 
policy debate with other CIS students from 
around the state and propose solutions to 
leading political figures and legal experts.

U.S. History students started a curriculum 
developed by Stanford University called 
“Reading Like a Historian.” The style of the 
course focuses on the developing historical 
skills of sourcing information, bringing 
outside context to an event/document, 
reading closely, and corroboration of 
information. Rather than memorizing names, 
dates, and locations of our country’s history, 
students will  become real historians by 
analyzing historical documents to gain a 
better understanding of history. Students are 

engaged, ask brilliant questions, and truly 
think about history. Ask your student about 
the documents on Pocahontas, Salem Witch 
Trials, or early Passenger Lists. The beauty 
of this curriculum is that the skills developed 
in class directly translate to everyday life.  
Please look at the curriculum at http://
sheg.stanford.edu/home_page.

In World History and Honors World 
History, students explored many of the 
ancient world civilizations to conclude 
defining features of a civilization, from the 
development of cities and religions to 
specialized jobs and laws. Honors students 
u s e d h i s t o r i c a l d o c u m e n t s f r o m 
Hammurabi’s Code to Chinese tombs of the 
Shang and Zhou dynasties to gain a better 
understanding of the culture of these ancient 
people.

This semester Geography students will be 
looking at Human Geography and the many 
ways it impacts our lives and our world. The 
class is largely project and discussion based 
and is intended to not only inform students 
about global issues and trends, but to also 
prepare them for discussions and document 
analysis at the collegiate level. Students will 
devise their own plans to develop an 
emerging nation, plan a layout of a city, and 
plan their own trip to another country. The 
overall goal of this class is to excite students 
a b o u t g e o g r a p h y s o t h e y c a n b e 
knowledgeable and engaged global citizens.

In our Government class we have dived into 
how the United States government was 
formed and the rights, protections and 
liberties given to all  citizens. Students will be 
studying how all three branches interact as 
well as the role of federalism within our 
national, state and local governments. 
Eventually, we will  be moving into the roles 
of political parties, public policy and civic 
duty. For their semester paper project 
students will be focusing on a social problem 

SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS
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of their choosing and analyzing both political 
perspectives of the issue and its key players 
involved while relating it back to our 
Constitution and suggesting the best way for 
our government to solve this social problem.

Honors Government s tudents have 
examined the philosophical influences of and 
the rights and liberties deriving from our 
founding documents. Our next unit will be 
looking at the separation of powers between 
three branches and the role of local, state 
and national governments in policy making.  
Students will eventually evaluate the role of 
political parties, interest groups, PACs and 
constituents in policy making and the 
differences in beliefs and ideals within our 
two party system. For their semester paper 
project students will be choosing a social 
problem along with the associated law  or bill, 
analyzing both political perspectives and 
determining the roles of key players within 
the social problem debate and accompanying 
legislation.  Students will also be asked to 
find or create an appropriate response to this 
social problem that demonstrates their 
responsibility as an informed and engaged 
citizen. 

College in the Schools (CIS) U.S. History 
students are studying the beginnings of 
American history from the early colonial 
period through the Civil War. The course 
offers a broad and innovative survey of three 
tumultuous centuries of conflict and change 
by investigating the fundamental issues of 
“author i ty” and “rebel l ion.” This is 
accomplished through the examination and 
analysis of primary and secondary sources.  
Students are currently examining primary 
sources from the Battle at Lexington to 
describe and answer who fired the first shot.  
This analysis will be submitted in a formal 
paper.  

Bienvenue & Bienvenido!

Welcome back to a brand new  school year at 
SPCPA f r om the Fore i gn Language 
Department! We, Señora Hanson, Profe 
Westby and Madame Stuedemann, are new 
to SPCPA and are excited to share our 
diverse backgrounds with our students. The 
dedication, passion, and creativity of the 
students and staff are what initially drew  us 
to  SPCPA from Wisconsin, Vermont, and 
Texas, respectively. After a few short weeks, 
our excitement has been validated. We are 
thrilled to be here!

As a department, our focus for the year is to 
immerse students in the foreign language 
through speaking and listening activities. It 
is our hope that we can build their 
confidence and improve their ability to 
communicate in the foreign language.  We 
know that each student’s progress is unique 
and because of that, we want to provide you 
with a few  resources that students can 
utilize at home to better their vocabulary and 
g r a m m a r s k i l l s : q u i z l e t . c o m , 
wordreference.com and studyspanish.com.  
A strong base in the language will allow  a 
student to form sentences, thoughts, and 
eventually have meaningful conversation.  
Our goal is to include technology as a means 
of peaking student interest and exposure to 
foreign cultures in order to become citizens 
in today’s global society.

We anticipate great things from the students 
this year and are excited to be a part of their 
academic success!

SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS
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Fall is off to a rollicking start in the Dance 
Program! A few things to keep in mind as 
November begins:

Maggie will be holding College Audition/
Application Office Hours on Wednesdays 
after school. Take advantage of open studio 
space to work on your audition solos and 
chat with Maggie about any questions you 
might have.

Ballet 2 and Modern 4 will have master 
classes with Uri Sands and Kaitin Kelly 
Benedict of TU Dance on Monday, November 
4 during 1st period.

World Dance Section 3 will have a master 
class with a dancer from Keigwin+Company 
on Wednesday, November 13 during 4th 
period.

Thursday, November 21 brings Megin Sabo 
( h t tp : //www. r eyno lds r ehabp t . c om/
megin.shtml), a fantastic physical therapist 
who specializes in dancers into our classes. 
Megin will speak about health and wellness 
for dancers.

Greetings Instrumental Music students and 
families! Our year is off to a great start as we 
are prepping for our December Concerts. 
Please mark your calendars accordingly 
regarding the concert dates below.

SPCPA Jazz Concert
Wednesday, December 11
Location: Lehr Theater
Concert Start Time: 7:00 PM
Dress Rehearsal: 3:30 - 4:30 PM
Student Call Time: 6:15 PM

SPCPA Orchestra Concert
Thursday, December 19
Location: Landmark Center Cortile
Concert Start Time: 7:00 PM
Dress Rehearsal: 4:00 - 5:00 PM
Student Call Time: 6:15 PM

Please be on the look out for additional 
information regarding the following concerts 
as we near each concert date. Attendance at 
track concerts is mandatory.

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS
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INSTRUMENT DONATION DRIVE
SPCPA is accepting your used instruments in our efforts to build an inventory of instruments 
for student use. Your donation is tax deductible and we will ensure that your instrument will 

be put to good use. SPCPA is currently accepting any string, woodwind, brass, and 
percussion instruments. We also accept electronic amplifiers. For more information on how 
to donate your used instrument, please contact Nick Gaudette at gaudetten@spcpa.org.
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The year is off to a great start! One of the 
most exciting aspects of our new  digs is the 
addition of Lowry Lab, a small theatre space 
just down the hall from our main theatre, the 
Lehr. Used for classes, showings and 
performances, as well as the location of 
Theatre and Musical Theatre offices, Lowry 
Lab is quickly becoming the hub of our 
bustling department.

Both Fall and Winter are full of exciting 
events! In October, Theatre students 
attended Baby Case at History Theatre. 
Seeing theatre is an integral part of training 
and it was wonderful for our students to see 
their instructor, Gary Briggle, on stage.

Our students are being actively recruited by 
high-caliber college programs. In fact, a 
recruiter from The New School rearranged 
his travel plans in order to speak directly to 
our students! Students have attended college 
visits from The Juilliard School, the 
University of Minnesota, Cal Arts and many 
others.

In October, students participated in J-Term 
auditions and were placed in one of the 24 
projects taking place all over the Twin Cities. 
This year’s projects look to be just as exciting 
as previous years. You’ll want to get your 
tickets in advance as many projects sold out 
last year.

In the last weeks prior to Winter Break, 
students will participate in Share Days.  
Share Days are an opportunity for the tracks 
in our department to share with their peers 
what they’ve been working on in class. It’s an 

informal opportunity for students to perform 
and appreciate all the great work going on 
across the Theatre Department.

Looking ahead, the last two weeks of 
February will be our February Festival. In an 
effort to revitalize and rejuvenate students 
before we launch into second semester, 
students will participate in a two-week-long 
festival of master classes, clinics, a field trip, 
panel discussion and faculty recital.

The Musical Theater department Juniors 
have been living in the world of devout and 
u n e q u i v o c a l l o v e a s t h e y e x p l o r e 
Shakespeare’s Sonnets in acting class while 
daring to define beauty and art in Aesthetics.

Musical Theatre Seniors have been studying 
a psychological thriller of love gone tragically 
wrong in Modern Drama while getting 
acquainted with the ins and outs of directing 
for the musical stage in Directing.

Singing classes from Freshmen to Seniors 
are filled with the melodies Broadway as 
each grade level explores different decades of 
the great American Musical Theater 
Repertoire.

Finally, students attended field trips to the 
Ordway’s  Great American Songbook Series: 
Musicals of the 1950's  and the History 
Theatre's Baby Case.  

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS
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Greetings on behalf of SPCPA’s Vocal Arts.  
We thank you for your support during the  
first few  months of school as we transition 
into our new building and become familiar 
with the changes related to having a new 
space. 
  
The members of Vocal Arts have been 
diligently working on a multitude of 
repertoire that makes up the Fall semester 
coursework. Many exciting performances 
and opportunities await the students in the 
coming months and they have been showing 
consistent dedicat ion to their work 
throughout the first few  months of the school 
year.

On Friday November 22, the University 
Singers from the University of Minnesota 
Duluth will be presenting a concert for 
members of SPCPA’s Vocal Arts track. The 
University Singers will be performing for our 
students before the ensemble headlines at 
the Minnesota State ACDA Convention in 
Mahtomedi. More information about this 
ensemble can be found at : http://
www.d.umn.edu/music/universitysingers/
University_Singers

Just around the corner, on December 17 we 
will  present our annual Winter Choral 
Festival concert at 6:00 PM in the Landmark 
Center Cortile. All  are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. The choirs have been 
busy working on the repertoire for this 
performance and it will be a wonderful 
evening of song featuring all of the members 
of SPCPA’s Vocal Arts.  

Over the past few  weeks in October and 
November, students have learned the entire 
chorus score for Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
H.M.S. Pinafore, the Vocal Arts selection for 
the Spring Scene Studio Concert. Looking 
ahead, this performance will be Tuesday 
April 8 at 6:00 PM in the Landmark Center 
Cortile. We will perform the work in its 
entirety and will be auditioning for principal 
roles in early December.

Stay tuned for more exciting news from 
SPCPA’s Vocal Arts.  

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS
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The SPCPA Instrumental Music department is thrilled to share with the SPCPA community 
that senior JOSEPH PETERSON won the Minnesota Youth Symphonies concerto 
competition! Led my Co-Artistic Directors Claudette and Manny Laureano, Minnesota Youth 
Symphonies (MYS) is one f the nation’s premier youth orchestra education programs. MYS is 
dedicated to conservatory-level orchestral training for students grades K-12. Each year, 
students in the Symphony Orchestra (the top collegiate-level orchestra) are invited to 
compete in the annual Symphony Solo Competition for the chance to perform a concerto at 
the Winter concert. This year, Joseph Peterson was selected as the winner. He will perform 
the first movement of Johannes Brahms Violin Concerto in D Major with the MYS Symphony 
Orchestra on February 9 at Benson Great Hall. Joe has been a member of MYS since 2009 
and studies violin privately with Ray Shows.

Current 9th grader NIKOLE BOHNSACK will be playing Ebenezer Scrooge with the Northern 
Starz Theatre Company at the Northgate Performing Arts Center. Performances will be held 
the weekend of December 13, 2013, with evening and matinee performances. For more 
information and to purchase tickets, please visit www.northernstarz.org.

KATIE ROWLES-PERICH, class of 2014, performs the lead role of Dorothy Gale in Ashland 
Production’s The Wizard of Oz. Performances are at the Maplewood Performing Arts Center, 
running weekend evenings and Sunday matinees October 25 through November 17, 2013. 
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s , p l e a s e v i s i t A s h l a n d P r o d u c t i o n s o n t h e w e b a t 
www.ashlandproductions.org.

Congratulations to CEANNA STARR who participated in the Penumbra Theatre Company 
Summer Institute Program. This program is a leadership program to help students stand out 
and promote arts for change.

STUDENTS ABOUT TOWN

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.northernstarz.org
http://www.northernstarz.org
http://www.ashlandproductions.org
http://www.ashlandproductions.org




WWW.SPCPA.ORG PAGE 18

SPCPAWORKSPCPAGIVESPCPAEXPERIENCESPCPAEXPLORESPCPADISCOVERSPCPATRANSFO

FACULTY ABOUT TOWN

Artistic Director Emeritus, Wendy Lehr, is starring in Driving Miss Daisy at the Jungle 
Theater, November 8 - December 22. 

Musical Theatre Department Co-Chair Gary Briggle performed throughout the Fall in the 
History Theatre’s Baby Case, as well as at the groundbreaking of Nautilus Music Theatre’s 
new space in Lowertown. 

Melissa Hart (Musical Theatre faculty member) has been performing at the Guthrie Theater 
in their Fall production of Uncle Vanya.

Theatre/Musical Theatre faculty members Shannon Roberg and Megan Kelly Hubbell  have 
been feverishly choreographing in studios and several school productions around the Twin 
Cities. Additionally, Megan Kelly Hubbell appeared in Princess Diana, the Musical at Camp 
Cabaret Theater in downtown St Paul.  

Musical Theatre Department Co-Chair Joey Clark will be presenting on the topic of music 
and theater with senior citizens at a state-wide conference on Arts and the Aging Population.  

Theatre faculty member H. Adam Harris appeared in the road weeps, the well runs dry at 
Pillsbury House Theatre.

Dario Tangelson from the Theatre department directed The House of Bernarda Alba at 
Augsburg College and will be directing Madame Josette's for Interact Theater, performing 
November 15 - Dec 14.

Theatre/Musical Theatre faculty member Sara Schwabe vocal coached the U of M/Guthrie 
BFA students in their fall production of In Arabia, We’d all be Kings.
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For SPCPA students participating in outside arts projects

If you would like to announce your involvement in a future SPCPA newsletter and on the school website, please 
complete the information below and email to galatowitschn@spcpa.org at the Landmark office. 

Name: Grade: 

Arts Project: 

Venue: 

Performance Date(s):   

Website Link to Performance Information: 

Details: 

 

 

 

 

CODES OF CONDUCT HIGHLIGHTS

Our friends at Metro Transit would like to remind SPCPA students of some of the basic codes of 
conduct for riding city buses. Remember: riding the bus is a privilege, not a right.
• Please be courteous and have respect for others
• No eating and no drinking beverages with open tops
• No loud music, shouting, yelling, or otherwise using profanity
• Please do not block open seats with your backpack
• No putting on nail polish; no spraying hair spray or perfume/cologne
• Students must be positive representatives of the school at all times.
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OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM

http://www.spcpa.org
http://www.spcpa.org
mailto:kuetherh@spcpa.org
mailto:kuetherh@spcpa.org




WWW.SPCPA.ORG PAGE 20

HELP SUPPORT SPCPA THROUGH IGIVE.COM
What is iGive?
iGive really is as simple as it sounds. iGive members can generate donations by shopping 
at any of our 800+ stores, or by simply using our internet search engine. There are no 
costs, obligations, or any hidden fees.  

Getting started: Visit: http://www.igive.com/welcome/index.cfm to register.  
What’s next: Use the iGive search engine to complete online shopping; stores donate up 
to 6% of your purchase to SPCPA! SPCPA’s cause ID is 42949.
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SUPPORT SPCPA

SPCPA WISH LIST - Fall into Winter

 Facial Tissue

 Paper Towels

 Band-Aids, variety of sizes

 Disinfecting Wipes (Clorox or other brand)

 Feminine Products (individually wrapped)

 Pens (ballpoint, black or blue)

Please bring donations to the main desk at the entrance of the school on
5th Street or drop off your donation at any SPCPA event.

Thank you to all who have already donated so generously!
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