
THE SPCPA SCHOOL NEWSLETTER                          SPRING 2015 

Providing the highest caliber of academic and artistic         education for aspiring pre-professional artists in the  
areas of instrumental and vocal music, theatre and dance, and to fully prepare students for college and conservatory 

Dear SPCPA Families, 

 

Welcome back from spring break! This is an exciting time of year as we look  
forward to the close of another school year, including, but not limited to CIS field 

days, workshops and juries in the arts, spring concerts, fall course registration for 

returning students, new student orientations, Finale, and graduation. Thank you 

to all of you who help make these events a success for our students.   

 

Highlighting that sentiment this spring will be our graduation ceremonies. We 
have another outstanding class of twelfth graders, evidenced by their significant 

contributions to the school community and accomplishments. We look forward to 

wishing them well as they set forth on new and exciting adventures locally,  

nationally, and internationally. We are so proud of the class of 2015! 

 
In addition, your continued feedback and support is vital to the long-term success 

of the school. It was wonderful seeing many of you during parent-teacher  

conferences and hearing how things are going and the summer plans you are  

looking forward to in the very near future.  

 

I would also like to take a moment to share with you the feedback we consistently 
receive from the downtown St. Paul community.  People continually express how 

impressed they are with the professionalism of SPCPA students. They believe that 

SPCPA students overall display kindness, respect, and maturity. Furthermore, 

they state the presence of SPCPA students in downtown St. Paul contributes to a 

healthy and vibrant community.  
 

With this said, it is important to revisit the fact that SPCPA students have the 

unique experience of being a visible part of the downtown Saint Paul community 

on a daily basis and attending a high school that is in a truly remarkable setting.  

Given our place in this wonderful downtown setting, we must take responsibility 

for how we represent ourselves to the community and realize that we share the 
skyways, sidewalks, and eating establishments with others. As the weather gets 

warmer this becomes even more noticeable. Please keep in mind that continuing to 

display appropriate attire, not shouting or yelling indoors, maintaining skyway and 

sidewalk etiquette, and cleaning up after themselves contributes to the positive 

image we strive to attain amongst our neighbors.  
 

These next eight weeks will be over before you know it and we encourage all of you 

to communicate to your students the importance of a strong finish to the  

semester. Please take time to look at the calendar and see if you can make time for 

some of our end-of-the-year performances and events. 

 
Thank you and best wishes for the remainder of the school year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Callie Jacobs, Superintendent/Director of School 
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Prospective Student Experience days are an opportunity for students and families considering  
enrollment at SPCPA to hear an information session from our Principals, engage in a question and  
answer session with current students, and take a tour of our campus. Dates and times are posted on 
our website calendar. RSVPs are due one business day in advance via email to Nancy Galatowitsch at 
galatowitschn@spcpa.org or by calling 651-888-6065—feel free to encourage family and friends to  
attend! 
 
Our priority deadline for applying to attend SPCPA for the 2015-16 school year was February 1.  
We accept applications through the summer, but applications received before that priority deadline 
have a much higher chance of being accepted than applications received later in the year. We offer a 
number of daytime Prospective Student Experiences throughout the school year, as well as one or two 
evening sessions. Please see our website calendar for more information and specifics on dates and 
times and don’t forget to RSVP in advance. 

PROSPECTIVE STUDENT INFORMATION 

SPCPA is proud to offer a number of helpful digital tools to assist in ensuring a student’s success while 
enrolled. Please read through the following paragraphs and contact info@spcpa.org with any questions.  
 

Moodle is an online classroom where teachers post assignments, handouts, and other important class 
information. Each student has their own unique username and password. They are able to log in, see 
the class pages, take quizzes and participate in forums. Parents may access Moodle as a guest and will 
be able to view the content only. The password to log in as a guest is spcpa. If you have questions or 
concerns about a particular Moodle page, please email the course teacher directly.  
 

SchoolView allows parents and students to view their school records including current grades and  
attendance. It is also the most efficient way to alert SPCPA of a change in address, phone number or 
email address. Students and parents have their own accounts and slightly different access to  
information.  
 

The SPCPA website 
(www.spcpa.org) has links to 
both Moodle and SchoolView, 
as well as a faculty and staff 
directory which lists the email 
addresses of all faculty, staff 
and administrators. Whenever  
possible, please email first, as 
faculty often teach in various 
rooms throughout the day and  
administrators are often out of 
their office. The website  
calendar lists the A or B day 
designation for every school 
day throughout the school 
year, all-school events, and 
dates when school will be 
closed.  

ONLINE TOOLS FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 



 

April 10 Last Day for Online Yearbook Order submission at $45 rate  

April 11 Yearbook rate increases to $55 and orders must be  

 submitted directly through Ms. Danae on the third floor  

April 15—24 MCA Math Testing for all students in grade 11 

April 20  Prospective Student Experience  

 8:15—10:30 am 

 Please see www.spcpa.org for details and to RSVP 

April 21 Repertory Dance Concert 

 7:00 pm at the Ritz Theater   

 Ticket information will be posted on the SPCPA website 

April 27—May 5 MCA Science Testing for all students in grade 9 

April 28 ACT plus Writing Test for all 11th grade students 

 Vocal Arts Spring Concert  

 7:00 pm in the Landmark Center Cortile 

 Free and open to the public 

April 30 Student Composition Concert 

 7:00 pm in the Lehr Theater 

 Free and open to the public 

May 8 Jazz Spring Concert 

 7:00 pm in the Lehr Theater 

 Free and open to the public 

May 20—21 Dance Senior Showcase—Different Programs Each Night 

 7:00 pm at Patrick’s Cabaret 

 Ticket information will be posted on the SPCPA website 

May 22 Instrumental Music Senior Showcase 

 5:00 pm in the Lehr Theater 

 Free and open to the public 

May 25 NO SCHOOL: Memorial Day 

May 28 Early Dismissal 12:05 pm 

 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

 Finale All School Dance 

 8:00—11:00 pm in the Landmark Center Cortile 

 Ticket Request forms will be distributed in late April 
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL/ ACADEMIC DIRECTOR 
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Spring is in the air and seniors are feeling the thrill of having the end in sight. The SPCPA staff is proud of 

what the seniors have accomplished at SPCPA and throughout all their schooling. We anticipate a strong 
finish for our seniors and all of our students! The academic staff continues to strive to create those unique 

opportunities to light the fire of learning and curiosity within each student.  

 

As I reflect on the great opportunities our students have before them, I am reminded of a quote from  

Michelangelo who encourages us to aspire to lofty goals:  
 

“The great danger for most of us lies not in setting our aim too high and falling short; but in setting our aim too 
low, and achieving our mark.”  
 

I have been inspired on many occasions by the aspirations of SPCPA students and the fact that they so often 

achieve the goals they have set. I look forward to seeing the success of this senior class and witnessing the 
growth of our underclassmen in the upcoming years. I encourage each student at SPCPA to continue to set 

high goals and work toward reaching that high mark. This is an aspect of what is so inspiring about  

education. Inspiration is a contagious force that has the potential to positively impact others around us,  

encouraging others to set their own lofty goals, and achieve more than initially thought possible. I believe 

that SPCPA is a school where students have the potential to inspire others, as well as the possibility to reach 
incredible heights. 

 

I was asked last week what the most pressing issue facing public education is and, after some reflection,  

arrived at the following answer: Education is faced with the challenge of being at the crossroads of equal  

opportunity and equal results. There is a moral imperative to treat each individual student with honor and 

integrity, ensuring that every student is given the best opportunity to successfully be prepared for the next 
step in his or her life. Schools are also called to make sure that all students are on an equal footing as they 

prepare to take that leap into the next stage of their life. This includes a body of knowledge summarized in 

our state standards and a level of competency that prepares students to be successful citizens in our world. 

These are necessary and inspiring goals. However, what shape does this take in the actual classroom?  

Educators talk about differentiating their instruction to meet the varied individual needs of their students. I 

would assert that effective differentiation has to do with how we engage students in the process of learning 
from a variety of differing perspectives. Specifically, it is searching for that unique angle that can arouse the 

curiosity of the student for the learning that needs to occur in a particular discipline or content area.   

 

Capturing and nurturing a student’s curiosity is a vehicle by which teachers can engage students in  

learning. It is the focal point through which true learning occurs. Students are at all times learning and are 
curious about the world around them. It is the job of educators to create the opportunity for students to  

engage in the classroom in that ongoing act of discovery that the human mind so keenly craves. This, of 

course, is a challenging prospect for teachers and demands a robust knowledge of their content, how the 

students’ minds work, and, most importantly, where each unique student is in terms of their own  

perspectives and experiences. The teacher then must create those opportunities that entice the student into 
engage in new learning just within grasp, not too far away and not too easily attainable. Theorist Lev  

Vygotsky called this the Zone of Proximal Development and believed that students learn best when new 

knowledge was accessible, but not easily attained. In other words, students are neither “bored” nor feel that 

the material is “impossible” to learn. Curiosity enriches and expands this zone of available learning and  

allows the student to grasp concepts and learning at a far faster rate. In essence, it allows the student to set 

their aim high and then achieve it.  

 
As we approach the last quarter of the year, I hope that all students aspire to greatness, and that all of our 

teachers continue to develop those unique opportunities that inspire the curiosity of each student!  

 

Sincerely,  

Ian S. Bronson 

SPCPACONNECTSPCPATRAINSPCPAPREPARESPCPACOLLABORATESPCPALEARNSPCPAINSPIRESPCPAC 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL/ ARTISTIC DIRECTOR  

Don’t search for the answers, which could not be given to you now, because you would not be able to live 
them. And the point is, to live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps then, someday far in the future, 
you will gradually, without even noticing it, live your way into the answer. 

-Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
It is common ‘best practice’ in education to display the daily instructional objective in the room so that 
students will have a clear reminder of the learning target. In many classes this approach is effective. I 
was recently asked why arts classes at SPCPA do not adhere to this teaching strategy. 
 
Training in the arts is often non-sequential. In a content-based class, a linear approach to learning 
is often effective and necessary. A student must learn a piece of information before understanding a 
more sophisticated piece of information. A clear, articulated outcome and a well-defined goal provide a 
structure that guides students through this step-by-step process. Arts classes, however, are most often 
about the deepening of foundational skills (a ballet student will learn how to plié and then will circle 
back to refine that skill, daily). Because learning in the arts is often not sequential, and because daily 
activities can often lead to a variety of outcomes, displaying the day’s objective can lead students  
toward a preconceived conclusion and often limit or eliminate the possibility of other, even greater  
outcomes. Posting desired outcomes can discourage students and teachers from pursuing important 
questions and ideas that might appear peripheral to the stated objective. This unexplored terrain may 
lead to student growth. 
 
Training in the arts is about process. Posting a daily outcome gives away the ending before the  
discovering even begins. And it is the discovering that is the point. If you are teaching an effective 
dance, theatre, or music class, the students will uncover the objective on their own. They will then own 
that objective, rather than having the “answer” given to them on the front end.  The discovery of the  
objective is in the doing. Sometimes the arts teacher does not know where the day’s lesson may lead.  
That’s OK. One of our core values in the arts implies that the question is more vital than the answer, 
and what a better way for that “lesson” to be learned than for a student to have that value modeled by 
the instructor.  
 
Training in the arts is collaborative. The teacher also functions as a student. The classroom serves 
as a laboratory in which both teacher and student experiment, equally. Posting a learning target  
communicates a message about who is driving the learning. Another SPCPA core arts value guides us 
to be a place “where creators take responsibility for their vision.” The collaborative approach empowers 
the students to be their own best teacher. 
 
The best works of art ask the provocative questions. We model that in arts training. Rather than  
articulating a desired outcome or goal, there are a number of arts classes that will begin with a  
question. Here’s something to ponder. As we dig in to the work in class today, let’s live with this  
question. Don’t try to answer it; rather, ride the question. Just live it.   
 
Warm and hearty best wishes to all students and families as we head into the home stretch of  
2014-15!   
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Goranson 



FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
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Spring Testing 
SPCPA students will continue to take state assessments during April and into May.  Please  
review the following information as it pertains to your grade and graduation requirements. 
 
All MCAs are online starting this year and will be administered over three consecutive periods in the 
classes specified below.  It is very important that students do their best on these assessments as  
student achievement is a component of SPCPA’s state report card!   
 
April 15-24th : 11th Grade Students 
The MCA in Math will be administered over three consecutive periods in Math classes. 
 
April 27th-May 5th : Biology Students 
The MCA in Science will be administered over three consecutive periods in Biology classes. 
 
Make-up for the MCAs will occur May 6-8th. 
 
April 28th : 11th Grade Students 
The ACT Plus Writing will be administered at SPCPA from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
Make up for the ACT Plus Writing will occur on May 12th from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
11th grade students do not need to register for the ACT administered at SPCPA. 
 
The ACT PLAN (fall of 10th grade) and the ACT Plus Writing (spring of 11th grade) replace the MCAs as a 
graduation requirement.   
 
Registration for Fall 2015 
Registration information for fall 2015 will be sent out the month of April.  Please watch for additional 
information regarding course offerings and the registration process for returning students. 
 
Credit Recovery  
As second semester comes to an end, it is important to make sure you are registering your student for 
summer school courses in your home districts if your student needs to make up any credits. You 
should have received a letter home in March if your student needs to make up credits from this fall or 
previous years. If your student fails to earn credit this spring semester in any class, you can also  
register them for summer credit recovery courses. Letters will be sent home in early June regarding 
spring semester credits, but you can also check SchoolView to get a head start on summer registration. 
Each school district has different policies and dates for summer enrollment. Please contact your home 
school district directly for more information.  
 
Graduation 
Preliminary senior grades are due from teachers on May 22nd. All seniors must earn credit in all  
required courses in order to receive a diploma. Seniors who are not earning credit in their required 
courses and/or who are more than 1 credit (academic or arts) behind as of May 22nd may be ineligible 
to participate in the graduation ceremony.  Please plan to have transcripts of any outside credits that 
you are transferring to SPCPA to meet graduation requirements submitted by May 15th. Please contact 
me at mcquillank@spcpa.org with any questions or concerns regarding credits and graduation  
participation.  
 
Sincerely,  
Kelly McQuillan  

SPCPACONNECTSPCPATRAINSPCPAPREPARESPCPACOLLABORATESPCPALEARNSPCPAINSPIRESPCPACOMM 
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FROM THE POST-SECONDARY ADVISOR 

Early spring is an awkward time of year.  Not quite one thing.  Not yet another.   As Post-Secondary  
Advisor, I, too, feel on the cusp.  Having had the pleasure of working most closely with this bright and 
engaging senior class since last fall, I have a hard time imaging SPCPA without their sparkling  
presence.  Yet, having applied to 202 colleges and universities in 40 states and three foreign countries, 
it is clear that the Class of 2015 will soon disperse as they begin the next phase of  their journey.    
 
To ensure a smooth transition, a senior class meeting was held recently.  Each student received a  
packet including a timeline, graduation ticket order form, and ceremony details.  When appropriate, 
information about outstanding fees or graduation credit requirements was also included.  Although the 
temptations of spring will soon be upon us, it is critical that seniors continue to make their work at 
SPCPA a priority.  Students who received reminder notices about missing credits and/or fees or fail to 
successfully complete required second semester coursework risk not receiving their SPCPA diploma  
until these issues are resolved.  College acceptances are similarly conditional.  The harsh reality is:  No 
diploma.  No go.  Diminished academic performance can also result in previous acceptances being  
nullified significantly limiting a student’s options now and in the future.  In other words, please, Please, 
PLEASE Finish Strong.  Seniors, you have much to look forward to! 
 
Now that the hard work of applying to college and completing financial aid forms is mostly a memory 
for the Class of 2015, the spotlight begins to shift to the Class of 2016.  Having already had the  
opportunity to meet with a quarter of the juniors, I look forward to working with these students as they 
begin their college planning process.  Juniors are encouraged to contact me via email to set up a time 
during study hall to begin the college planning conversation.  Simply visiting college campuses is a 
great next step for juniors (and overachieving sophomores).  My mantra is “get out there and kick some 
tires.”  How do you know what you want in a college or university, if you’ve never actually been to one?   
 
With that principle in mind, there is no such thing as a wasted college visit assuming it is official.  You 
want them to know you made the effort to be there.  We are fortunate to live in an area with a wealth of 
institutions of higher learning ranging from community colleges to small liberal arts colleges to  
Minnesota’s flagship university.   Students benefit from seeing what schools have to offer even when 
they have no interest in attending them.  Official visits are easily arranged by going to the school’s  
website.  Somewhere under the Admissions tab will be a link for visiting campus.  Students and  
families are welcomed and encouraged to attend together.  Visits typically last a couple of hours.   
Students should feel free to mention specific interests when completing the registration process, to  
allow each school to more carefully tailor the experience to them.  Juniors: the fun is just beginning!  
 
Sincerely, 
Alison Green 

FROM THE DEAN OF STUDENT CONDUCT  

As the weather warms up, students may enjoy the beautiful areas of downtown Saint Paul on open 
lunch. Students are to follow all school rules during the school day whether in a school building or  
outside. Please remember to be a good neighbor and pick up your trash after eating lunch outside. 
  
A reminder to those on senior pass: senior pass is a privilege to students. Part of the regulations  
surrounding senior pass are that students remain off campus for the duration of their pass time.  
Students should not be coming on to campus during senior pass even to use the restrooms. 
  
Thank you to our students for being great members of the vibrant, downtown Saint Paul community! 
 
Sincerely, 
Carrie Jarvis 



SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS 
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English 9 has focused on the research and 
writing process and is now starting to look at 
literary lenses and their application in forming 
new perspectives on textual analysis. The  
students are using various fairy tales and folk 
tales to test this form of literary criticism. The 
semester will finish with the study of a longer 
work of fiction. Most classes will be reading To 
Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee. 
 
English 10 students have been focusing on the 
big question: To what degree are we responsible 
for own fate?  We began reading about this in 
the fall with Oedipus and The Cave.  We  
continue with Macbeth (just completed) and to 
end the year, The Lord of the Flies.  Before that, 
however, students will write a research paper 
on a self-selected topic.  The paper will cover all 
the fundamentals of research; writing and rhet-
oric. 
 
English 11 is also focusing on the research 
process and reading from the American canon. 
Overall, our focus has been a return to  
basics.  We want to make sure our students 
excel in reading and writing.  In order to 
achieve that we have had numerous  
discussions on how reading has changed with 
the advent of the computer age.  We have seen 
that change in how our students respond to 
reading actual books and writing longer  
essays.  Our department has really enjoyed 
working with our students this year.  We look 
forward to helping them achieve their goals in 
the year to come. 
 
Second semester in English 12 will tackle  
issues of social justice in literature and culture. 
We will begin with an in-depth study of The  
Autobiography of Malcolm X, allowing students 
to respond to several themes of identity, race  

relations, and the power of protest - both in 
writing and in formal discussions. We will  
follow this unit with a brief exploration of  
poetry and spoken-word art, for which students 
will get a chance to present a creative multi-
media project in order to argue something 
about how language can produce social change. 
To end the year, we will read Fahrenheit 
451 alongside two famous essays on cultural 
criticism. In addition, students will research 
their own ideas on society in order to answer 
the question "Is it possible to be literate in a 
technological society?"  
 
In addition, Honors 12 students have been 
studying short stories in a survey of American 
literature.  The focus has been on Modernism 
and the difficulty of communication and how 
that is played out in literature.   
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Geometry students will finish the school year 
with circles, surface area, volume, and  
coordinate proofs.  Within our surface area unit 
we will be doing a fun performance assessment. 
 
Algebra II students are in the middle of a  
chapter on simplifying polynomials, factoring, 
and evaluating with rational expressions.  After 
Spring Break we will be focusing on preparing 
for the MCAs and the ACT.  After the MCAs and 
ACT the year will finish up with sequences,  
series, and trigonometry. 
 
Applied Math students are reviewing Geometry 
and Trigonometry concepts right now. After 
Spring Break, we will be taking some time to 
review for the MCA and ACT. They will be taking 
the MCA and ACT at the end of April. After this, 
there is one unit left, Set Theory, and then we 
will prepare for the final exam.  
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SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS 

The position paper rough draft is due April 10 
and 13. CPR and AED training for students is 
scheduled for March 23 and 24. Honors  
Anatomy and Physiology students are exploring 
stress-related topics and publishing miniature 
magazines. 
 
Chemistry students are finishing up a unit on 
Modern Atomic theory just prior to spring 
break. Our laboratories continue to be  
enhanced with materials from the Science  
Museum of Minnesota, including the  
opportunity to see the colorful “fingerprint” of 
various elements. After the break, chemical 
bonding, organic chemistry, properties of gases 
and solutions will be covered. Honors  
Chemistry students will have completed two 
projects by spring break, one on Everyday 
Chemical Reactions and one on current events 
in science; they will complete one to two more 
projects after the break. 
 
In Physics, we have investigated circular  
motion and momentum and are moving on to 
learning about the properties of waves.  
Students have been completing laboratories 
virtually as well as designing their own  
investigations into phenomena. Following 
spring break, we will be researching the  
properties of sound and light waves, from  
understanding the science of harmonies and 
dissonance in music to why the sky is blue and 
rainbows form after rain showers. As a  
community, we continue to work towards  
improving scientific communication and  
quantitative reasoning skills. The semester will 
end with an investigation of electricity and 
magnetism. 

Discrete Math classes are finishing a unit on 
Consumer Math and will be ending the year 
with Algebra topics. We will also be taking a 
final exam at the end of the semester. 
 
In Precalculus, students will be working with 
Trigonometry until mid-April, at which time we 
will have a Trigonometry final. We will also do 
some general math review for the MCA and 
ACT tests. In May, we will end the year with a 
Statistics unit and project.  
 
Calculus, students will finish the material that 
will be covered on the AP Exam by mid-April. 
We will spend a few weeks looking at the AP 
Exam format and taking a few practice tests. 
The AP Exam is optional, but AP Review is  
required for all students. The AP Exam is the 
first week of May. After the AP Exam, we will 
explore several special topics in mathematics.  
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In Biology, students have just wrapped up an 
extensive unit in genetics and are beginning to 
explore evolution and biological diversity. They 
will be working on blending research and  
writing skills with scientific reasoning while 
writing magazine articles in support of natural 
selection. Students will also be preparing for 
the upcoming MCA science examination at the 
conclusion of April. 
 
Anatomy and Physiology students will spend 
the remainder of the semester exploring  
immunity, hormones, and the human  
reproductive system. Students are currently 
researching self-chosen anatomy or health  
related issues for a position paper. This project 
helps students further develop their academic 
and scientific argumentation skills as well as 
academic writing skills.  



SPOTLIGHT ON ACADEMICS 
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World History classes started off the spring 
semester learning about The Emergence of the 
First Global Age and The Age of  
Revolutions.  The first unit focused on different 
types of trade and the impact it had around 
world.  The second unit focused on revolutions. 
Students learned about the Scientific  
Revolution, The French Revolution, and the  
Industrial Revolution through analyzing  
primary documents, and in class activities 
such as the Urban Game.  We will finish out 
the school year learning how specific wars have 
impacted our world, and the importance of 
globalization in modern times.  
 
Honors World History students will study the 
causes and effects of World War I, including the 
rise of fascism. Students will be researching 
worldwide nationalist leaders of the twentieth 
century. We will look at the causes and effects 
of World War II, including Nazi propaganda and 
the Holocaust. For the Post-World War II world, 
students will be researching specific political 
and cultural leaders for a class simulation, as 
well as examining regions of the world in the 
modern era for group presentations. The course 
will culminate with a cumulative final exam the 
last week of class. 
 
Economics and Honors Economics students 
have finished our first two units of study  
including Fundamentals of Economics and  
Microeconomics.  Following Spring Break  
students will explore Macroeconomics and  
Personal Finance.  In Macroeconomics,  
students will develop an understanding of the 
United States’ economy by being able to  
analyze changes in and measure our economy 
as well as evaluate the government’s role in 
regulating the economy.   

Our Personal Finance unit will aim to give  
students the ability to spend, save and invest 
wisely.  Students will end the semester by  
completing a project demonstrating their future 
financial challenges and solutions.   
 
Upon their return from spring break, US  
History students will finish their study of 
World War II. They will examine Post-World War 
II issues such as the Truman Doctrine,  
McCarthyism and the Cold War, The New  
Frontier and Great Society. We will explore  
social changes of the Civil Rights Movement, 
the Women’s Movement, the counterculture and 
Vietnam. As we approach the modern era,  
students will do group presentations about the 
issues and culture of the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. 
The course will culminate with a cumulative 
final exam the last week of class. 
 
CIS US History students have completed their 
first Common Assessment, historiography on 
the Progressive era.  They are currently working 
on their second Common Assessment, an oral 
history on the Vietnam era.  These assessments 
develop historical skills to understand past and 
to be able to interpret it.  These tasks challenge 
them to assess what historians have written 
about history and to identify their own opinion 
using the historian’s works and evaluate the 
validity of the historian’s writings.  Students are 
currently studying the World Wars and the Cold 
War will follow after spring break.  
 
Our 21st Century World is a new elective 
course for juniors and seniors.  Students are 
looking at current issues in the world through 
five themes.  We started the semester in the  
terrorism unit by looking at past terrorist  
actions and current threats.  Our second unit, 
international conflict, students examined  
current conflict among countries and groups.  
After Spring Break we will start our unit on  
oppression using the book I am Malala as a  
personal perspective on gender oppression in 
Pakistan.  We will continue the semester in our 
Genocide unit, using the reading They Poured 
Fire on Us From the Sky and end with our last 
unit on social revolutions.  

SPCPACONNECTSPCPATRAINSPCPAPREPARESPCPACOLLABORATESPCPALEARNSPCPAINSPIRESPCPAC 
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Psychology is offered this semester as an 
elective.  Students learned the different  
approaches to psychology and analyzed the 
underlying factors related to behavior in  
social situations.  Right before Spring Break, 
juniors and seniors evaluated how animals 
and humans learn.  Students return in April 
to a Sensation and Perception Unit followed 
by a choice of States of  
Consciousness, Development,  
Emotion, Disorder or Therapy to finish out 
this short survey course in Psychology.   

language development as they work to develop 
other communication skills of reading, writing, 
and listening. 
 
In February, two students from France joined 
SPCPA for a three week exchange through 
 Language and Friendship.  While here, these 
individuals stayed in the homes of two SPCPA 
students and shadowed their host siblings at 
school.  SPCPA students had the opportunity to 
ask questions about life in France, share how 
lifestyles are similar or different between our 
two countries, as well as take turns practicing 
English and French together.  This experience 
was mutually beneficial for the French and 
SPCPA students and is one that we’d like to 
continue in the future.  If your family is  
interested in hosting an exchange student,  
contact Kristin Westby (westbyk@spcpa.org, 
651-290-2225) for more information.  
 
At the end of the school year, Madame Steele 
will begin maternity leave.  As she makes this 
transition, she will be joined by a long-term 
substitute who will join us following Spring 
break to co-teach in her classroom in  
preparation for Madame’s leave.  Be on the 
lookout for a new face at conferences! 
 
Beginning next Fall, SPCPA will be offering  
Advanced Placement (AP) Spanish and 
French.  These two courses will be offered to 
students currently taking Spanish 3, Spanish 
4, and French 3.  AP courses emphasize  
communication by applying interpersonal,  
interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life 
situations.  For an overview of these courses, 
please see the following links: AP Spanish Lan-
guage and Culture or AP French Language and 
Culture. 

SPCPA students who are not currently enrolled 
in a language course but have previously  
attended a Spanish or French immersion school 
or who speak French or Spanish in their home 
will be allowed to complete a placement exam 
allowing them the opportunity to enroll in an AP 
language course.  Please contact Kristin 
Westby, World Language Department Chair, 
with questions (westbyk@spcpa.org,  
651-290-2225.) 

SPCPACONNECTSPCPATRAINSPCPAPREPARESPCPACOLLABORATESPCPALEARNSPCPAINSPIRESPCPACOMMI 

Students in Spanish 1 and 2 have been  
working hard to raise their reading and  
writing proficiency through vocabulary  
development and grammar study.  Students 
are being challenged to interpret the language 
rather than translating between Spanish and 
English.  They have found this to be a time 
consuming process, but one that will benefit 
their language abilities over time.  During the 
second part of this semester, these students 
will begin conversing more as well as listening 
to native speakers. 
 
Spanish 3 and 4 students will be  
transitioning away from learning grammar 
and into using the language.  While the rest of 
the semester will include lessons on verbal 
times and language use, the focus will shift to 
the challenge of interpreting literature,  
developing their own opinions, and thinking 
in Spanish.   
 
This semester French students have seen 
great improvement in their vocabulary  
development as a result of an emphasis on 
reading.  As the semester continues, students 
will continue using reading as a basis for their  

http://www.languageandfriendship.com/
mailto:westbyk@spcpa.org
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-overviews/ap-spanish-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-overviews/ap-spanish-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-overviews/ap-french-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-overviews/ap-french-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf
mailto:westbyk@spcpa.org
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Greetings Instrumental Music Family! Summer is 

creeping up on us and enrollment for most camps will 

continue through the spring. If you are curious as to 
what opportunities are out there for your student, 

please don’t hesitate to consult with an instrumental 

teacher. There are jazz, chamber, orchestral, and  

composition camps out there for any student  

interested in these areas! 

Congratulations to all SPCPA Dancers on their 

fantastic J-Term performances! 
  
Here are some important dates in Dance now 

through the end of the school year. Please see the 

school’s calendar on the website for specifics  

regarding tickets (where applicable) and times.  

This spring will be packed with many concerts, so please mark your calendars accordingly. 

 
Student Composition Concert 
Thursday, April 30, at 7:00 pm in the Lehr Theater—Free and open to the public, but seating is limited 
  
Student compositions will be selected at the beginning of the month to participate in this year’s student  
composition concert. Please stay tuned for information regarding this performance event. 
   
Jazz Ensembles Concert 
Friday, May 8, at 7:00 pm in the Lehr Theater—Free and open to the public, but seating is limited 
   
Chamber Orchestra Concert  
Tuesday, May 12, at 7:00 pm at the Buetow Auditorium  

Concordia University, 312 Hamline Avenue N, St Paul, MN 55104 

 
Tickets are $8.00 general admission (tickets will go on sale in mid-April; more details will be posted on our 

website and distributed to students in orchestra) 
  
Dress Rehearsal will take place from 2:00-4:30 pm at Concordia. SPCPA will provide a bus to transport  

orchestra students from SPCPA to Concordia for the dress rehearsal.   
Buetow Auditorium accommodates over 400 people, so please invite friends and family to the concert! It is on 
the south end of the building along the corridor from our J-Term pit orchestra performances in the Pearson  
Theatre this past January. There is parking available across Hamline Avenue in the lot by the sports dome and 
in the neighborhood on city streets (mind the signage in case of parking restrictions). 

Thursday, April 9       Senior Showcase Juries  

   4th and 5th periods 
 

Tuesday, April 21       Repertory Concert  
   at the Ritz Theater 
 

May 4—7                   Dance Department Juries 
 

May 11—14               Guest Artist Residencies  

   in all Dance classes 
 

Friday, May 15           Guest Artists Residency  

   Showings in Wilkins 
 

May 20—21      Senior Showcase Concerts  

    at Patrick’s Cabaret 
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Many SPCPA Theatre and Musical Theatre students from our J-Term musicals were recognized for their 

great performances by the Hennepin Theatre Trust's Spotlight in the Schools Program. We would like to  

congratulate the following students on receiving Outstanding and Honorable Mention recognition from  
outside adjudicators who came to provide valuable feedback on our performances. 

 

From Anything Goes:   
Quinn Kealey, Noah Ratgen, Talia Fossum-Wernick, Amasia Gordon, Naveh Shavit-Lonstein, Olivia 

Baxter, Lailah Reynolds, Kayli Lucas, Sarah Tracy, Lydia Carrigan, Jamie Lien, Allison Schlander, 

Jada Gardner, Jamie Meyers, Zoe Tamarkin and the entire student orchestra 
 

From Fugitive Songs:   
Kristina Plumb, Macailah Rekucki, Bailey Wienke, Elliot Bitney Starke, Lyndora Turner, Collin  

Johnson, Jordan Mattson, Austin Stanley, Mackinnley Moren, Tanner Barsness, Nathaniel Davis,  

Mika Linke, Lilliah Baker, Casey Madill, Hannah Sponsler, Jillian Duffy and the entire student band  

 
From Once on this Island:  

Reyna Binondo, Erik Nordstrom, Brazia Davis, MiKayla McKasy, Bre-‘Anna Smoot, Rhaveana  

Rockette, Makayla Gayle, Keayin Kong and the entire student band  

 

Congratulations to all! Various amateur and professional photographers captured many incredible moments 

in all of our J-term projects. Please see the J-term page of the SPCPA website (http://spcpa.org/j-term) to 
view them.  

 

Both Musical Theatre and Theatre are currently in the midst of preparing for acting, singing, and dancing 

Juries and rehearsing for showcases at the end of the semester.  

 

For the second year in a row, our musical theatre seniors are directing mini-musical projects that showcase 
May 13—14 in the Lehr Theater. This year we are showcasing the work of seven directors and their casts as 

they perform excerpts from the following shows: Sweet Charity, Smokey Joe’s Café, Spamalot, Cinderella, 
Seussical, Dr. Horrible’s Sing-a-long Blog, and You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown.  
 
We are pleased to showcase eight senior student-directed projects this year. Our senior student directors 

this year are Sam Mistry (In the Red & Brown Water), Chance Gilliam (A View from the Bridge), Isabella  
Wesner (Waiting for Godot), Michael Thurston (Blank Slate), Lucy Lawton (Maker of Dreams), Claire Richter 

(Bedtime), Hannah Hendrix (Eurydice), and Jenna Gustafson (No Exit). Theatre senior directed showcases 

will be on May 11–12 in the Lehr Theater. 

 

On March 26, Theatre and Musical Theatre students will be taking their second field trip of the year to  

attend the Theatre Mu world premiere production of Debutante’s Ball at The History Theatre. This fun new 

coming-of-age play by local artist and former debutante escort Eric ‘Pogi’ Sumangil follows six teens as they 
prepare for this special event and connect with their Filipino heritage through stories, haranas (traditional  

Filipino love songs), the waltz and even a bit of hip hop, while finding the balance between tradition and  

assimilation, parental pressure and personal independence. 



The Gilbert & Sullivan concert will feature students from both Vocal Arts and Musical Theatre at their best 

in solo and small ensembles, accompanied on piano. The whole family is sure to enjoy the lighthearted fare 
from musical masters Gilbert & Sullivan. 

 

Spring Choral Concert 
Tuesday, April 28 at 7:00 pm 
Featuring the Varsity Choir and the Concert Choir, under the direction of our new Vocal Arts choir director, 
Maria Vejdani, as well as Jennifer Parker’s Vocal Jazz Ensemble. This is sure to be an exciting program  

featuring American Jazz standards, music by Dolly Parton, South African folk music, and a new  

arrangement of two contemporary songs by members of our Concert Choir. Also performing are several 

smaller vocal ensembles. 

 

Song Recital 
May 12 at 7:00 pm  
This concert is a SOLO voice recital for Vocal Arts singers.  Singers will perform songs they’ve learned this 

past year in their classes. Some songs will be sung in Italian (arie antiche, from the first 200 years of opera’s 

history) and some songs sung in English. This program will capture everyone’s heart as well as their ears. 

We are thrilled to showcase our talented young singers in a rare opportunity to perform solo repertoire. 

 
New for Next Year! 

Vocal Arts will add an exciting new class called Camerata. 10th and 11th graders will audition during their 

Juries this spring to be selected for the class as 11th and 12th graders. Camerata will meet 3 times a week 

and is intended for students who are interested in pursuing a solo, vocal performance career. We will cover a 

variety of topics and the class will culminate in an end-of-year performance. 

SPOTLIGHT ON ARTS 

WWW.SPCPA.ORG PAGE 14 

COMMITSPCPAENGAGESPCPADISCOVERSPCPATRAINSPCPASPCPAEXPERIENCESPCPACREATESPCPATR 

We have three big events coming up this spring.  

All spring vocal arts events are free, open to the public 

and will be held in the Landmark Center Cortile.  
Please mark your calendars and join us! 

 

Gilbert & Sullivan Favorites 

Thursday, April 16 at 7:00 pm  

Some favorite pieces from Gilbert & Sullivan operettas 

will be performed.  

2014-15 SPCPA YEARBOOK 

The 2014-15 yearbook is now available to be ordered online only through April 10 at a cost of $45 
per copy. Online sales will close on April 10. To order or April 11 and later, yearbooks must be ordered 
in person through Ms. Danae at SPCPA and will cost $55 per copy.  
 

Online orders must be submitted by April 10. Go to ybpay.lifetouch.com 
and enter SPCPA’s yearbook ID code, which is 10862915.  

 
2014-15 yearbooks are scheduled to be delivered to SPCPA the week of June 8. An email will be sent to 
all students who ordered yearbooks when they arrive with details on when they will be available for pick 
up. Please contact the SPCPA yearbook committee with any questions at  
spcpa2015yearbook@gmail.com.  



OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM 

 

       CODE OF CONDUCT HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Our friends at Metro Transit would like to remind SPCPA 

students of the code of conduct each student signed before 

receiving their bus pass. Remember: riding the bus is a 

privilege, not a right.  

- Please be courteous and have respect for others 

- No eating and no drinking beverages with open tops 

- No loud music, shouting, yelling or using profanity 

- Do not block open seats with your backpack 

- No putting on nail polish; no spraying hair spray or perfume 

- Students must be positive representatives of the school at all times 

WWW.SPCPA.ORG PAGE 15 

TRANSFORMSPCPAEXCELSPCPACONNECTSPCPATRAINSPCPAPREPARESPCPACOLLABORATESPCPATRA 

STUDENTS AND FACULTY ABOUT TOWN 

Current 9th grader Maija Johnson will be performing several pieces for solo violin from 6:00—8:00 pm at 

the Radisson Blu in downtown Minneapolis on Saturday, April 18. This performance will support Camp 

Odayin’s annual Have-A-Heart Benefit to raise money to send kids with heart disease to summer camp.  
Maija is a camper and has attended Camp Odayin for the past nine summers. For more information, please 

visit campodayin.org/events/have-a-heart-benefit.  

 

Administrative Assistant PaviElle French was recently included in TPT’s “The Lowertown Line” concert  

series, as well as on Fox 9’s “On the Fly” program. “The Lowertown Line” featuring PaviElle will be broadcast 

on TPT later this spring and you can view the video of the Fox 9 Concert Car performance on YouTube at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5ufXCATqJw . 

 

Theatre teacher Sara Schwabe is currently serving as Associate Director of Theatre L’Homme Dieu which is 

busy preparing their upcoming 55th season.  

 
Administrative Assistant Lexi Woodard will be performing with the Mississippi Valley Orchestra at  

Augustana Lutheran Church in West St. Paul on Sunday, May 3. “Metamorphosis, Apotheosis, Let it Swing!”  

is their final performance of the 2014-15 season. Please visit the MVO website at http://

www.mississippivalleyorchestra.com/ for more details.  

IMPORTANT HEALTH INFORMATION 

SPCPA has seen many cases of influenza-like sicknesses this winter. Please follow the steps below to 
fight the flu: 
 
1. Cover your cough!  
2. Wash your hands often and regularly 
3. Stay home from school or work when sick  
4. Get vaccinated each year 
 
If your student is home sick, please leave any and all attendance messages on the SPCPA attendance 
hotline (651-222-3200) before 9:00 am. 

campodayin.org/events/have-a-heart-benefit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5ufXCATqJw
http://www.mississippivalleyorchestra.com/home
http://www.mississippivalleyorchestra.com/home


 Facial Tissue  

 Feminine Hygiene  
Products 
(individually wrapped) 

 Disinfecting Wipes 

 Band Aids 

 Copy Paper  
(white and colors) 

 1/3 Tab File Folders 

 #2 Wood Pencils 

 Pens (ballpoint— 

black or blue ink)  
 

 
 
 

Please bring donations to the main 

desk at the 5th Street  
entrance. Donations are  

accepted any time the office is 
open and at any SPCPA event.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has  
already donated so generously! 

SPCPA Wish List 2014-15 
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Saint Paul Conservatory for Performing Artists is a 501 (c)(3) organization and all donations to the 
school are tax-deductible. There are many ways to show financial support for SPCPA throughout the 
year. Here are some of the easiest:  
 
If you would like to donate directly to the school, the contribution form on our website (http://
spcpa.org/about/support-spcpa/) may be submitted with a check payable to SPCPA to ensure a receipt 
is sent to you for tax purposes.  
 
Visit http://www.igive.com/welcome/index.cfm to register for 
iGive, which generates donations via websites on which you  
already shop. SPCPA’s cause ID is 42949 and once you’re  
registered, use the iGive search engine to complete your online 
shopping—stores donate up to 6% of your purchase to SPCPA! 
 

We encourage families to select SPCPA as a recipient for  
Amazon Smile—a program that donates a portion of each  
purchase made on Amazon to our non-profit organization.  
Please go to http://smile.amazon.com/ch/82-0555555   
to choose SPCPA as your designated recipient. 
 

You may also continue to donate on the GiveMN website (https://givemn.org/
organization/Saint-Paul-Conservatory-For-Performing-Artists).  
 
 

As always, every little bit helps and every donation is tax-deductible.  
Thank you for your support! 

SUPPORT SPCPA 

http://spcpa.org/about/support-spcpa/
http://spcpa.org/about/support-spcpa/
http://www.igive.com/welcome/index.cfm
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/82-0555555
https://givemn.org/organization/Saint-Paul-Conservatory-For-Performing-Artists
https://givemn.org/organization/Saint-Paul-Conservatory-For-Performing-Artists

